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REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1963 


To:  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  and  COUNCILLORS  OF 
THE  BOROUGH  OF  ELLESMERE  PORT. 


Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  by  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough  for  the  year 
1963. 

The  Birth  Rate  of  24.16  again  shows  a slight  increase, 
the  Rate  for  1962  being  23.82.  The  Rate  for  England  and 
Wales  is  18.0. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  18.44.  Nearly  half  the 
deaths  occur  in  the  peri-natal  period.  The  Rate  for  England 
and  Wales  is  20.9. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  reported  during  the  year. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  is  7.94  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
compared  with  7.65  in  1962.  The  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 
is  12.2. 

Measles  was  again  the  most  prevalent  Infectious  Disease 
notified.  The  disease  continues  to  be  relatively  mild.  One  death 
was  attributed  to  it  during  the  year. 

Dysentery  again  showed  an  increase  during  the  year  and, 
though  the  bulk  of  the  cases  occurred  in  children,  one-third 
occurred  in  adults.  These  adults  were  often  contacts  of  the 
children.  Careful  personal  hygiene  could  prevent  much  of  this 
spread  in  family  groups. 

An  outbreak  of  Food  Poisioning  occurred  at  the  Adult 
Training  Centre.  Twenty-one  trainees  and  staff  were  affected. 
The  illness  consisted  of  nausea  and  persistent  diarrhoea  lasting 
up  to  24  hours.  The  Organism  responsible  for  the  outbreak  was 
proved  to  be  Clostridium  Welchii.  No  obvious  source  of  the 
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infection  was  discovered,  but  further  outbreaks  were  prevented 
by  ensuring  that  the  catering  staff  affected  by  the  illness  were 
free  from  the  carrier  state  before  returning  to  duty. 

During  the  year  the  water  undertakings  in  the  Wirral 
area  were  grouped  together  into  the  Wirral  Water  Board.  I look 
forward  to  enjoying  the  co-operation  with  the  new  Board  that 
existed  with  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board. 

Included  at  the  end  of  the  Report  is  an  extract  from  my 
Annual  Report  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer  to  the  South  West 
Cheshire  Division  of  which  the  Borough  of  Ellesmere  Port  forms 
part. 


In  conclusion,  I wish  to  express  appreciation  of  the 
support  I have  received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Health  Committee,  and  for  the  co-operation  and  assistance 
of  the  Staff  of  the  Department. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Yours  faithfully, 

W.  A.  POLLITT, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Population  47,100 

Area  (acres) 9,144 

Number  of  houses  and  flats  in  the  area  13,984 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1964)  £3,444,704 


Sum  represented  by  the  Penny  Rate  (1964/65)  Estimated  £14,000 


The 

Natural 

Increase  in 

Population 

(That  is. 

excess  of 

births 

over 

deaths) 

is  shown  in 

the  following  tables. 

Natural 

Natural 

Increase 

Increase 

Per  1,000 

Per  1,000 

Year 

Population 

Population 

Year 

Population 

Population 

1948 

30,860 

13.3 

1956  

36,830  . . 

12.51 

1949 

31,290 

10.88 

1957  

37,580  ... 

....  13.25 

1950 

32,110 

10.33 

1958  

38,420  . 

13.25 

1951 

32,670 

7.89 

1959  

39,590  . . 

...  12.83 

1952 

33,680 

12.29 

1960  

40,920  .... 

....  15.44 

1953 

34,470 

13.75 

1961  

44,810  . . 

...  15.49 

1954 

35,130 

11.04 

1962  

46,120  ... 

. 16.17 

1955 

36,010 

12.16 

1963  

47,100  .. 

. . 16.22 

The 

Natural 

Increase  in 

Population 

(that  is. 

excess  of 

births  over 

deaths) 

1948 — 63  (England  and  Wales). 

Per  1,000 

Per  1,000 

Year 

Population 

Year 

Population 

1948  . 

..  . 7.1 

1956  . 

....  4.0 

1949  . 

..  . 5.0 

1957  .. 

....  4.6 

1950  . 

....  4.2 

1958  .. 

....  4.7 

1951 

. 3.0 

1959  .... 

....  4.1 

1952  .. 

4.0 

1960  .. 

..  . 5.6 

1953  ... 

. . 4.1 

1961  .... 

....  5.4 

1954  . 

3.9 

1962  .... 

....  6.1 

1955  . 

....  3.3 

1963  .... 

....  6.3 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

for  the  Year  1963 

(Compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General). 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


Males 

Females  Total 

Legitimate 

568 

534  1102 

Illegitimate 

24 

12  36 

592 

546  1138 

Birth 

Rate  per  1,000  population  . 

. ...  24.16' 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  

21.26 

Comparability  Factor  

0.88 

Illegitimate 

live  births  as  percentage  of 

total  live 

births  3.16% 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

7 

8 

15 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

. Nil 

Nil 

7 

8 

15 

Total  live  and  still  births:  1153. 

Still  Birth  Rate  13.00  per  1,000  total  Live  and  Still  Births 

The  average  number  of  births  per  annum  in  the  years  1948 — 1962 

was  782. 


TABLE  OF  NUMBER  OF  LIVE  BIRTHS  AND 
BIRTH  RATES  1948—  1962 


Year 

No. 

Birth  Rate 

Year 

No. 

Birth  Rate 

1948 

665  . 

21.54 

1956  . 

..  775  .. 

19.98 

1949 

. 673  . 

21.50 

1957  

. 804  . 

21.39 

1950 

614 

19.31 

1958  

832  .. 

21.66 

1951 

604  . 

18.48 

1959 

. 853  . 

23.06 

1952 

. 674  . 

20.01 

1960  

..  964  .. 

23.56 

1953 

707  . 

20.50 

1961  

1055 

23.57 

1954 

. 692  . 

19.70 

1962  

1099 

23.82 

1955 

. 733  . 

20.35 

Birth 

Rate, 

England 

and 

Wales, 

1962 

18.0 

Birth 

Rate, 

England 

and 

Wales, 

1961 

18.0 

Birth 

Rate, 

Administrative 

County 

of 

Cheshire, 

1962 

18.0 
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Total  374 


DEATHS 

Males  201  Females  173 

Death  Rate  7.94  Corrected  Death  Rate  12.86  Comparability  Factor  1.62 

TABLE  OF  NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  AND 


DEATH  RATES 

1948- 

— 1962 

Year 

No. 

Death  Rate 

Year 

No. 

Death  Rate 

1948 

252 

8.19 

1956 

314 

8.52 

1949  

223  , 

9.54 

1957 

306 

8.14 

1950  

282 

11.76 

1958 

323 

8.41 

1951 

346 

10.59 

1959 

345  .. 

8.71 

1952 

260 

7.71 

1960 

332 

8.11 

1953  

233  , 

8.97 

1961 

362 

8.08 

1954 

304 

8.65 

1962 

352  ... 

7.65 

1955  

295  . 

8.19 

le  average 

number 

of  deaths  per 

annum 

in  the  years 

1948—1962 

was  302. 


Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales  : 12.2  per  1,000  population. 


DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 


All  infants,  per  1,000  live  births  

Number 

21 

Rate 

18.44 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live 

births 

20 

18.44 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live 

births 

1 

27.77 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

14 

12.30 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 week  of  age . 

13 

11.42 

Peri-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths 
under  one  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live 
and  still  births)  

28 

24.28 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and 

Wales 

20.9 

TABLE  OF  INFANT  MORTALITY  1948—1962 


Year 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  births 

Year 

Rate  per 
1,000  births 

1948 

33.08 

1956  

....  23.22 

1949 

31.20 

1957  

....  16.16 

1950 

35.83 

1958  

...  30.04 

1951 

31.45 

1959 

...  23.44 

1952 

31.15 

1960  

19.71 

1953 

22.63 

1961 

14.21 

1954 

31.79 

1962  

27.38 

1955 

Deaths 

from 

25.92 

Measles  (all  ages)  ..  . 

1 

Deaths 

from 

Whooping  Cough  (all 

ages) 

Nil 

Deaths 

from 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 

Diarrhoea 

5 

Deaths 

from 

Cancer  (all  ages)  . .. 

73 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  Abortion)  

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 

live  and  still  births  . 

Nil 
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General  Provision  of 
Health  Services  in  the  Area 


The  following  services  are  available  : — 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES  : 


The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Chester  under- 
takes free  bacteriological  examination  of  milk,  water  and  other 
specimens  for  Local  Authorities, 


Food  and  Drugs  administration  is  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council,  and  their  officers  submit  samples  for  examination 
by  the  County  Analyst.  The  Borough  Council  take  over  this 
responsibility  as  from  1st  April,  1964. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES  : 

The  Ambulance  Service  for  the  district  operates  under 
the  direction  of  the  County  Council  with  the  help  of  the  Chester 
City  Ambulance  acting  as  an  emergency  service.  The  Ambulance 
Depot  is  at  Ellesmere  Port. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME  : 

Three  full-time  District  Nurses  are  engaged  under  the 
direction  of  the  County  Council  in  Ellesmere  Port,  and  an 
additional  one  in  Little  Sutton. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES  : 

These  are  held  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Stanney  Lane, 
Ellesmere  Port ; the  Welfare  Centre,  Little  Sutton  ; the  Castrol 
Social  Club,  Overpool ; and  the  Village  Hall,  Ince. 
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Orthopaedic,  Ophthalmic,  Aural,  Ante  and  Post  Natal 
Clinics  are  organised  under  the  supervision  of  specialists  at 
Ellesmere  Port. 

A School  Clinic  with  Dental  Services  is  also  held  at  the 
Welfare  Centre,  Ellesmere  Port,  and  Little  Sutton. 

The  premises  at  Stanney  Lane  are  new  buildings  which 
became  available  for  use  at  the  close  of  the  year  1961.  They 
include  the  provision  of  a new  Adult  Training  Centre  for 
mentally  handicapped  adults,  as  well  as  a Day  Nursery. 


HOSPITALS  : 

The  Clatterbridge  General  and  Isolation  Hospitals,  in 
addition  to  the  Ellesmere  Port  and  District  Hospital,  serve  the 
town  for  most  purposes. 


MATERNITY  : 

Hospital  provision  is  at  Clatterbridge,  where  patients  are 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Consulting  Obstetrician  who  attends 
the  Ante  - Natal  Clinics  at  the  Welfare  Centre. 

In  addition  there  is  a separate  maternity  home  at  Heswall. 


MIDWIVES  : 

There  are  seven  midwives  practising  in  the  District,  all 
of  whom  are  employed  by  the  County  Council. 


SECTION  47,  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  ; 

The  provisions  of  the  above  Act  enable  a Local  Authority 
to  apply  for  the  compulsory  removal  to  a hospital  or  County 
Council  Hostel  of  aged  and  infirm  persons  who  are  in  need 
of  care  and  attention,  and  are  unable  to  care  for  themselves. 
Much  time  and  patience  is  devoted  to  the  needs  of  the  aged  by 
a variety  of  health  workers,  and  every  effort  is  made  to  avoid 
compulsory  removal  of  aged  and  infirm  persons  from  their 
homes. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


1. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 

Males 

Females 

Total 

2. 

Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilis 

1 

— 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

■ — 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  7 

— 

1 

1 

9. 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases.  . 

2 

- — 

2 

10. 

Malagnant  neoplasm,  stomach 

9 

O 

11 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  brojichus 

21 

. 4 

“25 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .... 

— 

10 

10 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

^ — 

4 

4 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

1 1 

8 

19 

15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  

2 

2 

4 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

12 

24  ■ 

36 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

54 

25 

79 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  

2 

6 

8 

20 

Other  heart  diseases  

9 

18 

27 

21. 

Other  circulatory  diseases  

10 

13 

22. 

Influenza  . ' . 

— 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia  

14 

'25 

39 

24. 

Bronchitis  

18 

5 

23 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory'  system 

4 

0 

6 

26. 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum  .. 

— 

— 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis,  Diarrhoea  

2 

5 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

— 

1 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

2 • ‘ 

5 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . .. 

22 

15 

37 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

8 

1 

9 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

5 

8 

35. 

Suicide  

— 

1 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . 

— 

— 

— 

201 

173 

374 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTiOUS  DISEASES 

The  prevalence  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  the  period  1954—1963  is  shown  in  the  following 
table,  which  gives  the  case  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Scarlet  Enteric  Whooping 

Year  Fever  Diphtheria  Fever  Erysipelas  Measles  Cough 


'sJOOO»/^sCOOO  — iOsC 

o r4  o o’  o' 


»ooa^  — \or'Jo^ospO 
— — ^oor^r-^rjosoorf 

r^r,  _ ^ ^ 


r-)  >0  O ^ O o^  r J Tf  O 
OOO— ' — — 'OOOO 

o o’  d d d o o o'  o 


BS’- 


0 0 0.0 
d d d d 


O ra  O 

' o o o 
: d d d 


SSQoooooo.o 

pppooooooo 

dddddddddd 


Tt  ^ p — r-^  00  rr^.  r4  — r4 

d^— -ddddddd 


•^^osor^ooo^o  — 

On  0\  OnOnOnOnOnOnOnOn 


isi 

'Xa 

< 

X 

< 

x 


s 

< 


O 

Z. 


21 


Z 

o 

H 

:q 


X 

21 

a 

Z 

o 

X 

•J 

a 


o 


>> 

o 

Ic 


3 

CO 


o 

o 

CU 


d 

CC 

w 

c/:j 


.o 

u 

5 

O 

w 

O 

• f— ' 

> 


»-<  f<-,  ' 

— ' OO  OO  *“• 
sO  (N 


; m — 
I r4 


ON  00  nC 

<N 


1 i 


m 


— 

•Aj  I/-, 


— I 


' r-',  rr  — 

1 1 

! 1 1 

r4 ' 


T^  \C 


r- 

r~ 


CM  r-i  ON 


ON 


0 
eo 
c 

01 

o 


i-( 


o 

u 


i rJ  — H 

1 1 ra  1 

1 — < ^ ! 

1 1 ! 

— ON  ON  i 

! — 

r4  1 

Tj-  vO 

— sO  — ' 

1 r4  1 

o 

in 

ct3 

O 

in 


] XI 

60 

oU 

p» 


; a 
' 3 

o 

■B 

' "3 
OtlQu 


2 

'S 

o 

u< 

>>! 

Cl- 


o 

Ph 


60 
C 

o o 

- 
u-  C 
3 X <1> 


a> 


cd 

>'•3 
w-  3 

flJ  O 

3 e 

O 3 

Qc£ 


.2  S 

o 


o ;£ 

j-  3 

Oh'o 

p •”  33  y 
2 ^ OX  o 

O-UjP-tHO- 


C'S 

y 

3. 


O 


ON. 


o 


< 

H 

O 

H 


13 


224  I 170  1039 


TABLE  OF  AGE  GROUPS  SHOWING  THE  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  CASES  — 1963. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances 


WATER  SUPPLY  ; 

Following  re-grouping  of  water  undertakings  in  the  Wirral 
area  the  title  of  West  Cheshire  Water  Board  was  altered  as 
from  1st  October,  1963,  to  the  Wirral  Water  Board.  This  single 
undertaking  is  now  responsible  for  water  supplies  to  all  the 
local  authority  areas  in  Wirral. 

The  water  is  in  plentiful  supply  and  with  one  exception, 
namely  two  houses  in  Great  Sutton  which  have  been  included 
for  slum  clearance,  all  houses  within  the  Borough  have  a piped 
supply. 


It  is  mainly  derived  from  the  River  Dee  with  further 
sources  from  the  bore-holes  at  Prenton  and  Moulsworth.  The 
bore-holes  at  Hooton  being  reserved  as  a stand-by  for  emer- 
gencies. Softening  operations  of  bore-hole  supplies  has  not  yet 
been  resumed. 

Whilst  it  is  appreciated  that  the  Board  has  undertaken 
a great  deal  in  their  efforts  to  eliminate  taste  problems  with  a 
measure  of  success  and  complaints  are  not  so  numerous  as 
obtained  previously,  there  still  remains  many  instances  of  chlorine 
taste  which  tends  to  render  the  water  rather  unpalatable. 

The  Health  Committee  at  its  meeting  in  March  of  the 
year  expressed  concern  and  following  a representation  made  to 
the  Board,  it  appeared  that  again  the  problem  arose  as  a result 
of  the  residual  effect  of  chloramines  caused  by  an  increase  in 
dosage  of  chlorine  apparently  as  a result  of  change  in  chlorina- 
tion due  to  the  large  demand  of  water  required  and  limitations 
of  plant. 

During  the  year  forty-seven  samples  were  taken  for  bac- 
teriological examination,  and  nine  samples  for  chemical  analysis, 
from  the  flamed  taps  in  the  softening  house  of  two  pumping 
stations  and  the  Treatment  Works  at  Great  Sutton. 
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The  following  are  the  results  of  a sample  of  water  taken 
for  bacteriological  examination  from  the  Treatment  Works  at 
Sutton  Hall  on  the  1st  October,  1963,  and  this  is  a fair  specimen 
of  the  average  result  from  all  forty-seven  samples  throughout 
the  year. 

It  is  understood  that  apart  from  routine  samples  of  water 
sent  to  an  independent  Analyst  for  examination,  daily  samples 
are  also  Taken  for  bacteriological  examination  by  the  Board's 
own  chemist  and  analyst. 

Similarly  appended  is  a copy  of  the  analyst’s  report  on 
the ' chemical  analysis  of  a sample  taken  from  the  Sutton  Hall 
Treatment  Works  on  the  19th  November,  1963.  All  samples 
taken  from  two  of  the  Board's  pumping  stations  were  hard  in 
character,  though  not  to  a degree  which  could  be  considered 
unsatisfactory. 

Consideration  was  given  to  the  question  of  fluoridation 
of  the  water  supplies,  and  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Health  and  Market  Committee 
recommended  the  Council  to  adopt  this  procedure.  However, 
after  considerable  debate  in  the  General  Purposes  Committee,  of 
which  every  Councillor  is  a member,  the  Council  decided  to 
oppose  any  suggestion  that  the  water  supplies  be  fluoridated. 
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Bacteriological  Report 

on  the 

Examination  of  a Sample  of  Water 


Received : 1st  October,  1963 

from 

WIRRAL  WATER  BOARD. 

Labelled  : Laboratory  Tap,  Sutton 

Hall. 

Date:  1/10/63.  09.25  hours. 

Taken  by  : S. 

C.  ELLIOTT. 

Witness  : J.  W.  ATKINSON. 

Signed  : S. 

C.  ELLIOTT. 

1 day  at  37  °C. 

2 days  ax  37  C.  3 days 

at  20*^  -22X. 

Number  of 

Colonies 

developing  on 

Agar 

0 per  ml. 

0 per 

ml.  0 

per  ml. 

Present 

Absent 

Probable 

in 

from 

Number 

Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction 

- ml. 

100  ml. 

0 per  100  ml. 

Bact.  coli.  (Type  1)  

- ml. 

100  ml. 

0 per  100  ml. 

Cl.  welchii  reaction  

- ml. 

100  ml. 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  and  of 
very  satisfactory  bacterial  purity  indicative  of  a wholesome 
water  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 

8th  October,  1963. 
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Chemical  Analysis 

on  the 

Examination  of  a Sample  of  Water 


Analysis  of  a sample  of  Water  received  on  the  19th 
November,  1963,  from  WIRRAL  WATER  BOARD,  labelled 
LABORATORY  TAP,  SUTTON  HALL. 

Taken  by  : J.  W.  Atkinson.  Witness  : S.  Elliott. 

Date:  19/11/63.  09.10  hours. 


CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  PARTS  PER  MILLION 


Appearance  : Bright  with  a few  Turbidity  : Less  than  3. 
particles. 

Colour:  Less  than  3.  Odour:  Nil. 


pH.:  7.8  Free  Carbon  Dioxide  : Trace. 

Electric  Conductivity:  195.  Total  Solids:  130. 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride  : 18.  Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate  : 30 
Hardness:  Total  75.  Carbonate:  30.  Non-Carbonate  : 45. 
Nitrate  Nitrogen  : 1.2.  Nitrite  Nitrogen  : Absent. 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  : 0.000.  Oxygen  Absorbed  : 0.50. 

Albuminiod  Nitrogen  : 0.036.  Residual  Chlorine  : 0.13. 

Metals  : Aluminium  0.14.  Iron,  Zinc,  Copper  and  Lead  : Abesent. 


REPORT. 

This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance, 
on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  free  from  metals  apart 
from  a minute  trace  of  aluminium.  The  water  is  fairly  soft  in 
character  and  it  contains  no  excess  of  mineral  constituents.  It 
is  practically  free  from  colour,  of  very  satisfactory  organic  quality 
and  of  the  highest  standard  of  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a pure  and  wholesome 
water  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 

28th  November,  1963. 
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The  following  . information  has  been  supplied  by  the 
EngineeF  to  the  Wirral  Water  Board. 


1.  Particulars  of  any  new  source  of  public  supply  : 
None. 


2.  Improvements  to  existing  source  of  public  supply  : 

The  extension  of  the  Treatment  Works  at  Great 
Sutton  is  well  under  way  which  will  give  the 
plant  an  increased  output  from  6 to  9 m.g.d. 


3.  Any  important  extension  of  mains: 


None. 

4.  Have  pipe  supplies  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity  ? 

All  supplies  have  been  satisfactory  both  in  quality 
and  quantity. 


5.  Is  any  part  of  the  district  in  need  of  an  improved  water 
supply  ? 

No. 


6.  Information  as  to  the  resumption,  or  otherwise,  of  water 
softening  treatment  for  domestic  supply. 

No  softening  of  the  Board’s  Bore-hole  Supplies 
has  taken  place  during  the  year. 

The  introduction  of  Chlorine  Dioxide  treatment  for  the 
taste  removal  has  worked  very  satisfactory  and  complaints  of 
taste  are  now  negligable. 
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Sampling  of  Food  and  Drugs 


The  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Weights  and  Measures 
Department  of  die  Cheshire  County  Council  has  kindly  supplied 
me  with  the  following  particulars  of  samples  obtained  in  the 
Borough  of  Ellesmere  Port  and  forwarded  to  the  Public  Analyst 
during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1963. 


LIST  OF  SAMPLES  OBTAINED  IN  THE  ELLESMERE  PORT 
MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH  DURING  THE  YEAR 
ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1963. 


No. 

No. 

adulterated  or  not 

Name  of  Sample. 

obtained. 

up 

to  the  recognised 

standard  of  quality. 

Apples  

1 

Boneless  Chicken  

1 

Blackcurrants  

1 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda  

1 

Baking  Flour  

1 

Butter  

'■> 

1 

Butter  Cookies 

1 

Beef  Suet 

1 

Bread  

6 

6 

Curried  Chicken  — Foreign  Matter 

1 

Chicken  Casserole  

1 

Casserole  Steak  

1 

1 , 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence  .... 

1 

Cream  

2 

Cheddar  Cheese  

1 

1 

Cod  Steaks  

1 

1 

Carrots  

1 

Cabbage  

1 

Cauliflower  

1 

Cider  

1 

Curry  Powder 

1 

Dripping 

2 

Fish  Paste  Crab  

1 

Fish  Cakes  

1 

Flour  

2 
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Name  -of  Sample,  obtained.  No.  adulterated  or  not 

• . ' ,>  - c No:  up  to  the  recognised 

standard  of  quality. 


Gin  

Gelatine  

Grapefruit  Juice  

Grapefruit  in  Pure  Syrup 

Haddock  

Ice  Cream  

Jam  Raspberry  and  Af)ple 

Jelly  — Table 

Lard  

Lettuce  

Lamb  Tongues 

Milk  

Mushrooms  

Margarine  

Meat  Paste  

Milk  — Condensed 

Oranges  

Orange  Drink  

Pickles  — Mixed  

Pears,  Tinned  in  Syrup  

Plums  

Pears  

Perry  

Pork  Luncheon  Meat  — Tinned 

Rum  

Sausages  — Cocktail  

Sausages  

Saccharin  Tablets  

Stewed  Steak  

Salad  Cream  

Steak  and  Kidney  Pie  

Stout  — Foreign  Matter  

Suet 

Tomatoes 

Tomato  Ketchup  

Whisky  


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 
:> 

1 

1 

95 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

' 1 
1 
1 
1 
4 
1 
1 

2 
1 
1 
1 

2 

1 

2 


7 


I 


1 

I 


174 
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ELLESMERE  PORT  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH 


Particulars  of  Samples  not  up  to 


No.  Sample 

1.  Cheddar 
Cheese. 

2.  Cod 
Steaks. 

3.  Milk. 

4.  Milk. 

5.  Milk. 

5.  Milk. 

7.  Bread. 


8.  Bread. 


9.  Butter. 


10.  Bread. 


Result  of  Analysis. 

Contaminated  on  the  surface 
with  yeast  and  mould. 

Two  of  the  steaks  each  contain 
a rather  large  nematode  worm. 

Sub-standard  but  genuine  milk 
deficient  in  sclids-not-fat  to 
the  extent  of  .5.9  per  cent. 

Sub-standard  but  genuine  milk 
deficient  in  solids-not-fat  to 
the  extent  of  3.5  per  cent. 

Sub-standard  but  genuine  milk 
deficient  in  solids-not-fat  to 
the  extent  of  1.1  per  cent. 

Sub-standard  but  genuine  milk 
deficient  in  solids-not-fat  to 
the  extent  of  1.1  per  cent. 

Five  slices  of  bread  of  which 
three  were  contaminated  with 
brown  stains.  The  stain  was 
due  to  the  presence  of  oil 
which  on  analysis  was  shown 
to  be  a mixture  of  saponifiable 
and  non-saponifiable  (mineral) 
oil. 

The  end  slice  of  the  bread  con- 
tained two  dark  particles  in  a 
cavity  on  the  outside  of  the 
crust — consisted  of  dark  col- 
oured dough  probably  slightly 
charred. 

Contaminated  with  numerous 
dark  patches  consisting  of 
mould  threads.  One  corner  of 
the  butter  also  showed  evid- 
ence of  incipient  rancidity. 

Heavily  contaminated  with 
mould. 


standard 

Remarks. 

Seller  cautioned. 

No  action. 

Seller  cautioned. 

No  action. 

No  action. 

No  action. 


Bakers  fined  £10 
and  £3.  5s.  Od. 
costs. 


No  action. 

Seller  cautioned. 

Loaf  one  week  old. 
No  action. 
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No.  Sample 


Result  of  Analysis. 


H.  Milk.  Sub-standard  but  genuine  milk 

deficient  in  solids-not-fat  to 
the  extent  of  3^5  per  cent. 

12.  Milk.  23.3  per  cent,  deficient  in  fat. 


13.  Milk.  Compared  with  the  minimum  of 

3.0  per  cent,  fat  this  sample 
is  3.3  per  cent,  deficient  in  fat. 

14.  Bread.  A sliced  loaf  contaminated  on 

the  outside  crust  with  mould. 

15.  Bread  Roll.  Small  foreign  particle — consisted 

of  bird  excrement. 


16.  .Tam  — Rasp-  3.7  per  cent,  deficient  in  soluble 

berry  and  solids. 

Apple. 

17.  Casserole  17.0  per  cent,  deficient  in  meat. 

Steak — Tinned 


18.  Stout.  Contained  foreign  matter  con- 

sisting of  a mass  of  mould 
threads. 


19.  Steak  and 
Kidney  Pie. 


Pastry  very  heavily  contaminated 
with  mould. 


20.  Bread.  Pellet  of  dark  matter — consisted 

of  a mixture  of  oil,  iron  oxide 
and  wheat  tissue. 


21.  Pork 

Luncheon 
Meat — tinned. 


Surface  of  the  meat  badly  con- 
taminated with  iron  to  the 
extent  of  4,740  ppm. 


Remarks. 


No  action. 

Seller  (farmer  re- 
tailer) fined  £5 
and  £7.  13s.  Od. 
costs. 

An  appeal  to  cow 
sample  re.  No. 
12  above. 


Bakers  cautioned. 


Bakers  cautioned. 


Sellers  cautioned 


Sellers  cautioned. 

Bottlers  fined  £15 
and  £5.  8s.  Od. 
costs. 

Sellers  fined  £30 
and  £6.  5s.  Od. 
costs. 

Bakers  fined  £25 
and  £6.  8s.  Od. 
costs. 

Suppliers  fined  £10 
and  £6.  8s.  Od. 
costs. 
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Particulars  of  Food  Complaints  from  Private 

Purchasers 


ELLESMERE  PORT  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH 


No. 

From 

Nature. 

Remarks. 

1. 

Private 

Frozen  Peas  — Metal  object. 

Manufacturers 

Purchaser. 

fined  £10  and 
£3.  3s.  Od.  costs. 

2. 

School. 

Suspected  glass  in  school  milk. 

Piece  of  glass  in 

milk,  bottle  cap 
missing.  Broken 
glass  near  deliv- 
ery point.  Dairy’ 
cautioned. 

3. 

Private 

Cheddar  Cheese,  contaminated. 

See  No.  1 on 

Purchaser. 

samples  list. 

4. 

School 

School  milk  containing  foil  and 

transparent  paper. 

Case  dismissed. 

5. 

Private 

Sprouts  — poor  condition. 

No.  action.  Con- 

Purchaser. 

dition  due  to 
severe  frost. 

6. 

Private 

Purchaser. 

Milk  — containing  hair. 

Dairy  cautioned. 

7. 

Private 

Meat  Pies  — containing  dirt. 

Pies  handed  to 

Purchasei. 

Public  Health 
Dept.,  Bebington 
Municipal  Bor- 
ough, Purchased 
in  Eastham. 

8. 

Private 

Popcorn  — containing  cigarette 

Manufacturers 

Purchaser. 

end. 

fined  £5  and 
£3.  3s.  Od.  costs. 

9. 

Private 

Cod  Steaks — containing  worms. 

See  No.  2 on 

Purchaser. 

samples  list. 

10. 

Private 

Skinless  Sausage  — mouldy. 

Manufacturers 

Puichaser. 

cautioned. 

11. 

Private 

Sausage — containing  an  adhesive 

Manufacturers 

Purchaser. 

plaster. 

fined  £10  and 

£3.  1 5s.  Od.  costs. 
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No,  From 

Nature 

12.  Private 
Purchaser. 

Channel  Islands  Milk  — contain- 
ing dirt  and  blood. 

13.  Private 
Purchaser. 

Tinned  Peaches  — containing  a 

fly- 

14.  Private 
Purchaser. 

Sliced  Loaf  — containing  oil. 

15.  Private 
Purchaser. 

Butter  — mouldy. 

16.  Private 
Purchaser. 

Boiled  Shoulder  Bacon  — dirty 
and  mouldy. 

17.  Private 
Purchaser. 

Bread  — containing  foreign 
objects. 

18.  Private 
Purchaser. 

Milk — containing  foreign  objects. 

19.  Private 
Purchaser. 

Tinned  Peas — containing  a cater- 
pillar. 

20.  Private 

Purchaser  in 

Works 

Canteen. 

Steamed  Sponge  Roll  and  Cus- 
tard — containing  glass. 

21.  Private 
Purchaser. 

Meat  and  Potato  Pies — contain- 
ing glass. 

22.  Private 
Purchaser. 

Bread  — Mouldy. 

23.  Private 
Purchaser. 

Bread  — containing  suspected 
insect. 

24.  Private 
Purchaser. 

Bread  — containing  hair. 

25.  Private 
Purchaser. 

Bread  — Mouldy. 

26.  Private 
Purchaser. 

Bread  Roll  — containing  foreign 
objects. 

27.  Private 
Purchaser. 

Tinned  Tomatoes  — containing 
a caterpillar. 

28.  Private 
Purchaser. 

Salad  Cream — suspected  foreign 
object. 

Remarks. 

Producer 

cautioned. 

Suppliers  fined 
£10. 

See  No.  7 on 
samples  list. 

See  No.  9 on 
samples  list. 


Sellers  cautioned. 


See  No.  8 on 
samples  list. 

Bottle  accidentally 
disposed  of  by 
canteen  cleaners 
at  complainants 
place  of  work. 

Manufacturers 
fined  £25. 


Settled  by  Civil 
action. 

Manufacturers 
fined  £5  and 
£5.  5s.  Od.  costs. 

See  No.  10  on 
samples  list. 


Bakers  cautioned. 


Bakers  cautioned. 

See  No.  14  on 
samples  list. 

See  No.  15  on 
samples  list. 

Wholesalers  fined 
£20  and  £3.3s.Od. 
costs. 

Found  on  analysis 
to  be  flaw  in 
the  glass. 
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29. 

Private 

Purchaser. 

Bread  — Mouldy. 

Bakers  cautioned. 

30. 

Private 

Purchaser. 

Corned  Beef  — metallic  taste. 

No  action  — No 
metallic  taste 
detected. 

31. 

Private 

Doctor’s  prescription  containing 

Reported  to  the 

Purchaser. 

foreign  matter. 

Cheshire 

National  Health 
Executive  Coun- 
cil. 


32.  Private 
Purchaser. 

33.  Private 
Purchaser. 

34.  Private 
Purchaser. 

35.  Private 
Purchaser. 

36.  Private 
Purchaser. 

37.  Private 
Purchaser. 

38.  Private 
Purchaser. 

39.  Private 
Purchaser. 

40.  Private 
Purchaser. 

41.  Private 
Purchaser. 

42.  Piivate 
Purchaser. 

43.  Private 
Purchaser. 

44.  School. 


45.  School. 

46.  Private 


Stout — containing  foreign  matter. 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pie — mouldy. 

Bread  — containing  foreign 
matter. 

Curried  Chicken  — containing 
foreign  matter. 

School  Milk  — containing  a 3d. 
Piece. 

Cheese,  Biscuit  and  Onion — con- 
taining maggots. 

Biscuit  — containing  a screw. 


Jam  Puff  — containing  a live 
earwig. 


See  No.  18 
samples  list. 


on 


See  No.  19  on 
samples  list. 

See  No.  20  on 
samples  list. 


Genuine 

action. 


No 


Dairy  cautioned. 

Seller  fined  £5  and 
£3.  3s.  0.  costs. 

Sellers  fined  £35 
and  £3.  3s.  Od. 
costs. 

Seller  and  Baker 
cautioned. 


Tinned  Grapefruit  — containing  Genuine.  Naringin 
suspected  foreign  matter.  a natural  com- 

ponent. 


Cake  — containing  a thorn. 


Case  withdrawn. 


Pork  Luncheon  Meat — Tinned — 
contaminated. 

Jam — containing  foreign  matter. 


School  Milk  — suspected  glass. 


School  Milk — containing  a bottle 
cap. 

Packet  of  Nuts  and  Raisins  — 
containing  a cigarette  end. 


See  No.  21  on 
samples  list. 

Part  of  outside 
shell  of  damson 
stone,  manufac- 
turers contacted. 

Dairy  fined  £20 
and  £3.  3s.  Od. 
costs. 

Insufficient  evid- 
ence. No  action. 

Manufacturer  fined 
£15  and  £3.3s.Od 
costs. 
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To:  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  and  COUNCILLORS  of 
THE  BOROUGH  COUNCIL  OF  ELLESMERE  PORT. 


Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  again  my  privilege  to  present  an  annual  report  upon 
the  work  carried  out  by  the  department  in  relation  to  the  environ- 
mental health  service. 

The  duties  of  the  department  are  ever  increasing  and 
in  the  light  of  further  new  legislation  as  well  as  the  growth  of 
the  Borough  it  is  necessary  to  keep  under  review  the  question 
of  staff  requirements  to  ensure  the  standard  achieved  over  the 
years  shall  not  in  any  way  be  reduced. 

Many  matters  may  be  considered  as  of  a routine 
character  yet  essential  and  their  im.portance  is  soon  brought 
to  the  surface  when  anything  of  an  explosive  nature  manifests 
itself. 


The  work  in  Food  and  Drugs  is  proving  very  painstaking 
and  occupying  quite  a great  deal  of  time.  Several  complaints 
were  received  within  twenty-four  hours  of  assuming  the  respon- 
sibility from  the  County  Council.  Reference  has  been  made  to 
the  cordial  relationship  existing  between  the  respective  authorities 
and  their  officers. 

Whilst  the  year  has  passed  without  anything  of  an 
eventful  nature  taking  place,  it  has  not  been  without  its 
problems  both  in  work  and  staff  who  have  worked  hard  often 
being  on  dutv  for  long  hours  at  the  slaughterhouse  which  is 
under  private  ownership  and  therefore  not  subject  to  hours  of 
slaughter. 

A great  deal  of  thought  is  necessary  in  the  new  conception 
for  domestic  smoke  control  and  whilst  cost  will  be  much  greater 
in  its  continuance,  the  beneficial  effects  to  the  Community  should 
outweigh  any  objections  in  that  connection. 

Ihe  purpose  of  the  report  is  to  give  an  indication  of 
the  work  carried  out  and  whilst  it  is  not  always  possible  to 
avoid  repetition  from  year  to  year  in  various  matters  every 
endeavour  has  been  made  in  its  presentation  to  afford  an  idea 
of  duties  undertaken  and  to  make  any  observations  as  seem 
appropriate. 
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Finally,  I would  like  to  express  appreciation  to  the 
members  of  the  Health  and  Market  Committee  and  Borough 
Council  for  the  confidence  and  consideration  shown  to  me,  also 
to  the  staff  for  their  loyalty  and  support  without  whom  this 
report  could  not  have  been  possible.  1 also  desire  to  express 
appreciation  to  the  Town  Clerk  and  all  other  Chief  Officers 
for  their  help  given  to  me  during  the  year. 

Yours  faithfully, 

E.  TUFT, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspect(?r. 
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Summary  of  Inspections 


Nature  of  Inspections 

Number 

Dwelling  Houses  (General) 

828 

Dwelling  Houses  (Slum  Clearance) 

142 

Housing  (Applications  to  acquire) 

130 

Housing  (Sale  of  Corporation  Houses) 

35 

Housing  (Application  for  Improvement  Grants) 

256 

Housing  (Westminster  Ward  Scheme) 

334 

Rent  Act,  1957 

8 

Rcinspection  to  work  in  progress 

372 

Rehousing,  Priority  Applications:  Inspections 

14 

Other  Visits 

77 

Schools  

4 

Moveable  Dwellings  . . 

12 

Slaughterhouses  

954 

Food  Premises  — General 

762 

Mobile  Traders 

163 

Public  Market  .... 

159 

School  Canteens  . 

18 

Factory  Canteens  

81 

Licensed  Premises 

28 

Milk  Distributors 

59 

Samples  submitted  for  Bacteriological  Examination  : — 
(1)  Milk  

158 

(2)  Ice-Cream 

72 

(3)  Other  Foods 

_ 

(4)  Drinking  Water  

31 

(5)  Swimming  Pool  Water  . 

24 

Food  Hygiene  Lectures  

35 

Factories  — Mechanical  

98 

Non-Mechanical 

8 

Water  Supply 

229 

Atmospheric  Pollution  : Smoke  Observations  

220 

Special  Observations 

35 

Industrial  Plant 

82 

Smoke  Filter  & SO2  Apparatus 

495 

Smoke  Control  Area 

2459 

Dustbins  ....  

788 

Sewage  Installations  

43 

Drainage  Inspections 

328 

Ditches  and  Watercourses 

230 

Piggeries 

3 

Infectious  Diseases  — Enquiries 

279 

Other  Visits  . 

807 

Disinfection 

116 

Specimens  submitted  for  Bacteriological  Examination: 

(1)  Faeces 

708 

(2)  Swabs 

Pest  Control  : (1)  Inspections  and  Disinfestations 

2136 

Shopr  Act  

306 

Pet  Animals  Act  

6 

Barbers  and  Hairdressers  

5 

Noise  Problems 

5 

Reference  to  other  Departments  & miscellaneous  visits 

702 

Interviews 

1379 

Refuse  Disposal  

70 

Ofi'ensive  Accumulations 

56 

TOTAL 

16008 

?0 


The  Department  is  concerned  and  has  a responsibility 
with  every  aspect  of  housing,  whether  it  be  the  unfit  house, 
repairs,  improvements,  overcrowding,  re-development  or  new 
development.  A Public  Health  Inspector  amongst  other  matters 
must  by  regulation  keep  himself  fully  informed  of  the  sanitary 
circumstances  of  his  area  as  also  the  general  housing  conditions 
that  prevail  and  to  report  upon  such  as  found  necessary. 

The  Council  in  their  deliberations  as  to  the  building  of 
multi-storey  flats  in  the  Westminster  Ward  appointed  a delegation 
to  visit  other  local  authorities  who  had  built  the  type  being 
considered  to  obtain  at  first  hand  the  fullest  information  possible 
as  to  their  construction,  lay-out,  type  of  accomodation,  form 
of  heating  and  cost  including  rents  payable.  The  Department 
was  represented  at  these  visits  which  proved  to  be  invaluable 
and  enabled  all  concerned  to  evaluate  the  matter  in  its  many 
aspects. 

It  is  considered  essential  that  tenants  for  this  type  of 
dwelling  shall  be  carefully  selected  to  ensure  smooth  running 
otherwise  the  cordial  relationships  so  necessary  amongst  the 
tenants  in  this  type  of  accommodation  may  be  spoilt. 

The  position  generally  in  respect  of  Improvements  Grants 
has  not  changed  since  the  last  report  with  twenty-one  applications 
having  been  made  by  private  Owners  being  one  more  than  that 
for  the  previous  year.  The  difficulties  encountered  have  been 
stated  so  that  it  is  hoped  the  new  Housing  Act  shortly  to  receive 
Royal  Assent  may  provide  the  answer  to  the  problems  or  at 
least  give  inducement  to  increase  the  tempo  of  improvements 
to  property. 

Houses  under  the  slum  clearance  programme  have  not 
yet  been  finally  cleared  but  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  by  the 
end  of  1964  the  remaining,  houses  will  have  been  inspected  and 
at  least  reported  to  Committee. 
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New  housing  development  has  commenced  for  the  West- 
minster Ward  which  should  prove  helpful  for  rehousing  purposes 
within  that  area.  In  Childer  Thornton  great  progress  is  now 
being  made  in  construction  of  houses  and  flats  and  it  is  hoped 
that  rehousing  in  this  locality  will  be  completed  during  the 
coming  year. 

It  also  appears  that  building  will  soon  commence  in  the 
Little  Sutton  area  where  several  tenants  still  require  to  be  re- 
housed with  a few  houses  remaining  for  report  to  Council. 

A further  scheme  for  the  acquisition  of  ten  privately 
owned  houses  with  a view  to  their  improvement  and  repair  was 
submitted  and  accepted  by  the  Council.  This  scheme  has  now 
been  approved  by  the  Ministry  with  work  commencing  during 
the  early  part  of  1964.  Two  further  proposals  are  under 
consideration  whilst  several  offers  made  by  private  Owners  to 
sell  their  property  to  the  Council  for  improvement  were  refused 
owing  to  cost. 

This  type  of  work  is  naturally  proving  more  expensive 
as  time  proceeds  in  common  with  the  general  trend  and 
Committee  have  expressed  concern  as  to  the  economics  of  the 
position.  The  problem  is  rather  difficult  and  not  readily  resolved 
unless  it  is  contemplated  to  adopt  a lower  standard  than  that 
as  hitherto  which  would  then  not  qualify  for  Discretionary 
Grant  payment. 

In  conneclion  with  the  lay  - out  proposals  of  an  estate 
by  private  development  approach  was  made  to  the  Borough 
Surveyor  and  Planning  Officer  regarding  the  high  ratio  of  two 
bedroomed  dwellings  which  could  well  result  in  overcrowding 
within  a short  period  at  least  on  a bedroom  standard.  This  it 
was  pointed  out  could  result  in  a difficult  problem  especially 
as  the  houses  would  be  Owner/ Occupied. 

The  matter  was  finally  taken  up  in  the  research  section 
of  the  County  Planning  Department  who  felt  after  investigation 
unable  to  take  any  action,  in  point  of  fact  in  the  light  of 
statistics  available  it  appeared  that  the  scheme  in  question 
afforded  a reasonable  distribution. 

In  connection  with  slum  clearance,  reports  were  submitted 
to  Committee  in  respect  of  the  following  properties  ; — 

6/8,  36/38,  Green  Lane,  Great  Sutton. 

8 and  9,  Virginia  Terrace,  Childer  Thornton. 

160/164,  Chester  Road,  Childer  Thornton. 


The  Council  decided  that  the  first  two  and  the  last 
three  properties  could  be  dealth  with  on  an  informal  basis  and 
rehousing  of  the  tenants  has  commenced.  The  remaining  were 
dealt  with  by  a Clearance  Order  at  Green  Lane,  with  a Com- 
pulsory Purchase  Order  in  respect  of  Virginia  Terrace. 

The  latter  was  the  subject  of  a public  local  enquiry 
following  objections  to  the  proposals  by  the  Owners  and  it  has 
now  been  learnt  the  Minister  has  confirmed  the  Order  without 
modification  or  the  making  of  any  well  maintained  payment. 

Demolition  and  clearance  of  the  site  has  been  undertaken 
in  respect  of  the  following  properties  previously  reported  upon 
and  confirmed  ; — 

65  and  67,  Red  Lion  Lane,  Little  Sutton. 

16  and  18,  Vale  Road,  Whitby. 


Of  the  twenty-one  applications  received  for  Improvements 
all  related  to  the  Standard  Grant,  twelve  being  for  the  five 
standard  amenities  ; one  for  wash  basin,  bath,  W.C.  and  hot 
water  supply  ; three  for  the  provision  of  W.C.  and  foodstore  ; 
one  for  wash  basin,  bath,  W.C.  and  foodstore  ; one  for  the 
provision  of  wash  basin,  W.C.  hot  water  supply  ; two  for  wash 
basin,  W.C.  hot  water  supply  and  foodstore ; and  one  for 
provision  of  W.C.  only.  Grant  of  course,  is  applicable  for  part, 
provided  that  on  completion  the  house  is  equipped  with  ail  five 
amenities.  Cost  may  be  included  for  the  re-siting  of  any  existing 
facilities  which  must  be  disturbed  to  accommodate  the  remaining 
standard  amenities.  This  re-siting  may  also  include  for  a new 
item  to  rank  for  grant  should  it  not  be  possible  for  its  re-use. 
The  total  amount  for  approval  and  the  payments  made  totalled 
£965.  6s.  lid. 


The  Council  decided  during  the  year  to  carry  out  an 
improvement  scheme  to  the  Hall-Keeper’s  accommodation  at 
Whitby  Hall.  The  scheme  prepared  was  suitable  for  application 
under  Discretionary  Grant  and  the  Ministry  gave  approval.  The 
improvements  met  a well  felt  need  and  much  appreciated. 


Detailed  inspections  have  been  carried  out  in  those  cases 
of  application  by  sitting  tenants  to  purchase  their  Corporation 
dwelling,  with  several  items  of  works  of  repair  as  shown  in  a 
schedule  being  carried  out  before  the  sale  was  completed.  Ten 
such  inspections  were  made. 
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Inspections  have  also  continued  to  be  made  in  respect 
of  application  to  the  Corporation  for  an  advance  under  the 
Housing  Act  to  acquire  privately  owned  property.  This  arrange- 
ment, whereby  applicants  must  complete,  all  necessary  repairs 
before  an  advance  is  made,  is  considered  very  satisfactory  and 
does  ensure  that  dwellings  are  brought  to  a good  state  of  repair. 
The  number  of  houses  so  inspected  totalled  forty. 

The  number  of  Corporation  houses  constructed  during 
the  year  from  figures  as  supplied  by  the  Borough  Architect/ 
Housing  Director  v/as  one  hundred  and  thirty.  This  shows  a 
decrease  of  one  hundred  and  seventeen.  Two  hundred  and  eight 
houses  were  erected  by  private  enterprise,  being  an  increase  of 
forty-tv^o  for  the  previous  year.  The  scheme  for  the  rehousing 
of  the  over-spill  from  the  City  of  Liverpool  continues  in  operation. 

Cases  of  overcrowding  or  application  for  rehousing 
priority  in  respect  of  other  health  reasons,  are  investigated  and 
reported  upon  to  the  Housing  (Estates)  Sub-Committee  as  found 
necessary.  In  this  connection  fourteen  cases  were  so  investigated 
and  of  this  number  six  were  offered  Corporation  accommodation. 
Five  of  the  cases  were  statutorily  overcrowded. 

In  respect  of  works  of  repair  to  private  property  one 
hundred  and  one  Informal  Notices,  together  with  three  Abate- 
m.ent  Notices  were  served  upon  Owners  of  domestic  property 
within  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act  in  connection 
with  the  existence  of  Statutory  Nuisances.  All  were  complied 
with. 


In  the  main  house  repair  work  is  carried  out  by  Owners 
through  informal  action  by  the  Department,  for  in  the  main 
property  Owners  and  Agents  do  endeavour  to  meet  their  respon- 
sibilities to  carry  out  any  necessary  repairs  whenever  they  find 
it  possible  to  do  so. 

In  the  operation  of  the  Rent  Act,  1957,  one  application 
was  received  for  a Certificate  of  Disrepair.  The  requisite  Notice 
was  served  upon  the  Owners  who  gave  an  Undertaking  to  remedy 
the  defects,  and  this  was  accepted  by  the  Committee.  It  subse- 
quently transpired  that  the  Undertaking  was  not  complied  with 
by  the  Owner  within  the  period  of  six  months  as  set  out  in  the 
Act,  and  a report  was  issued  to  Committee  upon  the  matter. 

This  is  the  first  occasion  that  an  Undertaking  has  been 
broken. 
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One  other  application  was  received  and  granted  for  a 
Certificate  as  to  Remedying  of  Defects. 

The  number  of  dustbins  supplied  to  property  during  the 
year  was  seven  hundred  and  sixty-six,  of  which  forty-four  were 
supplied  subject  to  an  annual  charge  made  upon  the  property. 
Twenty-nine  undertakings  were  cancelled  by  the  Committee  on 
receiving  a report  in  each  instance.  Action  is  taken  by  the 
Department  on  Annual  Charge  as  a result  of  the  non-compliance 
with  an  Informal  Notice  served  upon  the  owner  requiring  him 
to  provide  a dustbin  within  fourteen  days,  or  on  the  initial 
request  of  owners  of  property.  The  total  number  of  bins  so 
supplied  since  the  schem.e  was  inaugurated  in  June,  1950  to  the 
31st  December,  1963,  is  eleven  hundred  and  fifteen.  This  is 
considered  to  be  most  satisfactory. 

The  annual  charge  for  all  new  undertakings  is  7/6d. 

The  type  of  dustbin  in  use  in  the  Borough  is  the  B.S.S. 
2i  cubic  feet. 

The  paper  sack  is  still  in  use  as  a container  for  the 
reception  of  refuse  in  the  area  covered  by  the  pilot  scheme  and 
any  extension  has  been  deferred  by  the  Council  pending 
the  findings  of  a working  party  appointed  by  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  to  inquire  into  the  problem  of 
refuse  disposal. 

A great  deal  has  been  said  and  written  relative  to  the 
conditions  and  use  of  paper  sacks  so  that  it  is  felt  there  is  no 
further  need  to  reiterate  the  points  in  the  annual  report. 

It  is  unfortunate  to  again  report  of  the  vandalism  at  the 
public  conveniences  resulting  in  washing  facilities  not  being  always 
available  for  use  by  the  public: 

It  would  appear  that  one  answer  to  the  problem  could 
be  the  employment  of  attendants  on  a full-time  basis  as  in  this 
day  and  age  of  the  need  for  a high  standard  of  personal  hygiene 
this  form  of  amenity  must  not  be  restricted  but  extended. 

Attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  unsatisfactory  conditions 
prevailing  at  the  conveniences  in  the  Little  Sutton  area  as  also 
the  conveniences  at  Dock  Street.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
in  providing  conveniences  they  should  be  of  a good  standard  or 
otherwise  better  not  to  provide  any.  In  point  of  fact  with  the 
growth  of  the  quite  large  housing  estates  one  is  left  in  doubt 
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as  to  what  extent  the  need  for  more  conveniences  is  required 
and  in  the  absence  of  any  representation  could  be  reasonably 
concluded  the  need  is  not  very  noticeable. 

Apart  from  letters  of  complaint  received  requesting  an 
inspection  of  premises  twelve  hundred  and  seventy-nine  verbal 
complaints  were  made  at  the  office.  This  shows  an  increase 
over  the  previous  year.  In  addition,  many  enquiries  are  made 
to  the  Department  for  advice,  etc.,  in  respect  of  numerous  items 
as  arise  within  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  or  other 
matters  of  a character  affecting  our  work. 

Nine  hundred  and  ninety-two  applications  were  dealt 
with  for  Search  Certificates  by  means  of  memoranda  through  the 
Town  Clerk’s  Department.  This  again  is  an  increased  since  the 
last  report. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

Control  of  this  type  of  dwelling  passed  from  the  Public 
Health  Act  with  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Caravan  Sites 
and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960,  necessitating  a change 
in  procedure  in  dealing  with  applications. 

The  Planning  Committee  are  now  charged  with  granting, 
or  refusing  planning  consent  with  Health  Committee  responsible 
for  the  isuue  of  site  licences  following  the  decision  made  on 
the  planning  aspect.  Model  standards  have  been  issued  by  the 
Ministry  in  respect  of  the  conditions  which  may  be  attached  to 
site  licences,  and  the  Council  have  agreed  to  impose  these 
conditions. 

There  was  one  new  application  during  the  year  for  a 
site  licence  in  respect  of  a Caravan  at  Vale  Road,  Whitby.  The 
licence  was  granted  which  makes  a total  of  three  for  the  Borough. 
Conditions  at  each  are  satisfactory. 
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Food 


Every  effort  has  been  made  in  an  endeavour  to  maintain 
close  attention  to  the  many  aspects  affecting  the  Department  in 
relation  to  its  responsibilities  of  the  food  industry. 

It  is  considered  that  this  branch  of  work  is  so  important 
as  to  call  for  a measure  of  priority  when  other  difficulties  are 
encountered  as  is  likely  to  affect  the  time  available  for  inspection 
so  that  there  shall  not  be  a reduction  in  supervision  and  control. 

Whilst  co-operation  has  over  the  years  been  very  good 
and  well  maintained  there  can  be  no  question  but  that  routine 
inspection  of  all  food  premises  is  necessary.  This  cannot  fail 
but  to  be  of  benefit  to  all  concerned,  the  trader,  staff  and  the 
public. 

Development  of  new  premises  has  continued  and  recom- 
mendations made  as  appropriate  on  various  matters  which  were 
observed  when  plans  had  been  submitted  to  the  Borough  Surveyor 
for  Planning  and/or  Bye-Law  approval.  The  arrangements  to 
peruse  plans  when  deposited  has  proved  over  the  years  to  be 
an  excellent  one,  so  much  so  that  developers  are  now  approaching 
the  Department  for  its  observations  before  plans  are  finalised 
and  sent  for  approval. 

The  Borough  Council  from  the  1st  April,  1964,  become 
a Food  and  Drug  Authority  and  will  therefore  be  charged  with 
the  enforcement  of  those  provisions  relating  to  foods  being  of 
the  nature,  quality  and  substance  demanded  as  also  to  ensure 
food  is  not  adulterated.  The  usual  report  from  the  Chief 
Inspector  of  the  County  will  in  its  entirety  be  the  last  one 
for  inclusion  in  this  Annual  Report  and  it  is  not  considered 
inappropriate  to  express  appreciation  for  the  close  co-operation 
afforded  by  him  and  his  department  throughout  the  years.  The 
smoothness  in  assuming  the  ‘ take-over  ’ was  in  itself  a symbol 
of  the  happy  relations  existing  as  also  that  between  the  respective 
authorities.  It  is  hoped  this  friendship  will  still  continue  to 
the  betterment  of  both  parties. 

It  is  understood  that  consideration  is  being  given  to  the 
strengthening  of  legislation  relating  to  food  hygiene,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  some  consideration  will  be  given  to  the  question  of 
space  at  the  rear  of  premises  available  for  storage  and  general 
amenities  as  also  the  cumbersome  nature  to  cancel  or  revoke 
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registration  of  premises.  This  could  be  brought  more  in  line 
with  that  applicable  under  the  milk  regulations.  No  doubt  there 
will  be  representations  being  made  of  a number  of  matters  by 
the  appropriate  Authorities  so  that  other  than  the  two  mentioned 
it  is  not  considered  desirable  to  make  further  reference. 

In  connection  with  inspection  of  premises  nine  hundred 
and  sixty  visits  have  been  made  being  a slight  decrease  over 
the  previous  year  with  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  informal 
notices. 

This  shows  a slight  increase  and  refers  to  a variety  of 
matters  all  of  which  were  attended  to  and  rectified  without  delay. 

It  was  however  found  necessary  to  report  adversely  in 
respect  of  non-registration  of  premises  that  the  Council  decided 
to  institute  legal  proceedings.  The  case  was  heard  at  the  Magis- 
trates Court,  when  the  defendants  were  fined  a penalty  of  five 
pounds. 

In  furtherance  of  the  policy  of  refrigeration  and  to  ensure 
that  proper  control  is  being  made,  partieularly  in  the  case  of 
deep  freeze,  checks  are  made  as  to  the  loading  line  and  tempera- 
ture of  the  unit.  In  some  cases  food  above  the  line  of  freezing 
has  been  due  to  the  customer  selecting  or  searching  for  their 
commodity  and  thus  stacking  packets  of  frozen  food  in  the 
process  of  doing  so.  Several  instances  occurred  whereby  food 
was  rejected  owing  to  failure  of  refrigeration. 

There  are  now  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  premises  in 
the  Borough  registered  within  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and 
comprise:  storage  and  sale  of  pre-packed  ice-cream,  116; 

manufacture  and  sale  of  ice-cream,  1 ; preparation,  storage  and 
sale  of  preserved  food,  69. 

Nine  new  registrations  were  made  during  the  year,  two 
in  respect  of  ice-cream  and  seven  for  preserved  foods.  Seven 
notifications  were  received  in  respect  of  change  of  occupancy, 
the  business  remaining  as  previously  registered.  Two  registrations 
were  revoked  one  relating  to  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  the 
othei  preserved  foods.  The  revocation  was  carried  through  on 
an  informal  basis  with  the  agreement  of  both  parties. 

Whilst  the  registrations  show  a further  increase  in  respect 
of  mobile  trading  with  four  new  applications  being  made  during 
the  year  as  Hawkers  of  Food  within  the  provisions  contained  in 
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the  Cheshire  County  Council  Act,  it  could  well  be  that  the 
number  of  live  registrations  is  less  and  steps  are  being  taken  to 
ascertain  in  those  instances  where  the  vehicle  has  not  been 
seen  in  the  district  for  a period  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  the 
business  is  still  being  carried  on.  There  are  eleven  such  cases 
to  be  dealt  with. 

In  respect  of  the  new  applications  one  related  to  the  sale 
of  bread  and  confectionery  ; two  for  greengrocery  and  one  for 
ice-cream,  with  the  total  number  of  registrations  being  fifty-three. 

These  figures  do  not  include  the  number  of  traders 
operating  mobile  vehicles  whilst  having  shops  within  the  Borough 
as  it  is  considered  registration  is  not  necessary  when  operating 
from  premises  as  open  shop.  A number  of  traders  do  operate 
vehicles. 

Inspection  is  undertaken  at  various  intervals  in  order  to 
ensure  compliance  is  being  maintained  with  the  regulations, 
etc.  ; and  six  informal  notices  were  served.  These  were  promptly 
complied  v/ith  and  no  further  proceedings  taken.  There  v/as 
however,  a further  case  requiring  consideration  by  the  Committee 
when  it  was  ascertained  a vehicle  being  operated  without  full 
requirements  not  being  complied  with.  It  was  decided  by  Com- 
mittee that  the  firm  in  question  should  be  warned  and  the  miatters 
complained  of  were  soon  rectified. 

Visits  on  a weekly  basis  are  made  to  the  Council’s  six- 
day  maAet  for  the  purpose  of  the  inspection  of  food  exposed  or 
stored  for  sale,  as  also  to  ensure  that  conditions  are  satisfactory 
on  the  market  generally.  A total  of  thirteen  stalls  are  in  use  for 
the  sale  of  food. 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

Whilst  no  meeting  of  the  Clean  Food  Joint  Consultative 
Committee  was  held  during  the  year  for  various  reasons  the 
policy  of  food  hygiene  as  laid  down  continued.  It  is  intended 
to  have  a reappraisal  of  the  position  within  the  near  future. 

A series  of  lectures  were  again  conducted  over  the  winter 
months  not  only  to  food  handlers  engaged  in  retail  trades,  but 
also  employees  at  factory  canteens.  Certificates  were  issued  to 
thirty  personnel,  and  the  total  number  of  staff  trained  since  the 
inception  of  the  scheme  reflects  the  keen  spirit  of  all  concerned. 
In  addition  lectures  are  also  given  at  regular  intervals  to  food 
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handlers  engaged  at  one  large  industrial  establishment.  These 
are  conducted  at  the  firm’s  premises  where  full  facilities  are 
provided. 

Sixteen  candidates  being  senior  members  of  catering  staff 
entered  for  the  examination  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  in 
catering  hygiene  with  fourteen  satisfying  the  examiners,  and 
granted  the  Certificate  of  the  Society.  The  response  to  this 
course  inaugurated  by  the  Department  in  close  association  with 
the  Principal  of  the  Central  College  of  Further  Education  is 
gratifying  and  hope  it  will  now  take  its  place  as  a regular  feature 
each  year. 

Publicity  material  in  the  form  of  posters  were  obtained 
from  the  Ministry  and  distributed  to  selected  premises  at  the 
commencement  of  the  summer  period. 

It  is  considered  that  the  work  carried  out  in  this  field  of 
our  educational  activities  is  most  important  from  the  public 
health  aspect,  and  cannot  fail  but  to  have  beneficial  effects  in 
the  prevention  of  disease  particularly  those  associated  with  food 
poisoning. 

LICENSED  PREMISES. 

Twenty-eight  inspections  were  made  of  this  type  of  food 
premises  with  eight  informal  notices  being  served  upon  the 
owners. 

Works  of  a structural  character  have  been  carried  out  to 
several  houses  and  improvements  made.  The  standard  in  the 
Borough  compares  very  favourably. 

One  house  is  still  using  the  larger  type  of  drinking  glass 
primarily  to  overcome  spillage  difficulties. 

It  is  felt  there  is  a need  for  more  guidance  from  the 
Central  Government  in  relation  to  the  disposal  of  beer  spillage. 

RESTAURANTS,  CANTEENS,  ETC. 

Seventy  - nine  routine  inspections  have  been  made  in 
connection  with  this  type  of  business  and  several  works  of 
improvement  and  modernisation  have  been  carried  out. 

There  were  no  new  premises  opened  during  the  year  so 
that  the  total  remains  at  fourteen.  There  are  in  addition  twenty- 
eight  factory  canteens  Two  restaurants  are  fully  licensed. 
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Eighteen  inspections  were  paid  of  school  canteens,  and 
matters  requiring  attention  were  referred  to  the  County  Council 
as  the  appropriate  Authority. 

The  opportunity  is  always  taken  during  the  course  of 
inspection  to  rectify  any  errors  from  a food  hygiene  aspect  which 
may  be  observed  being  committed  by  personnel,  and  to  explain 
the  reasons  for  so  doing,  which  proves  to  be  most  effective. 

Checking  of  temperature  of  water  during  wash-up  routine 
continues  to  be  carried  out  in  order  to  ensure  that  requisite 
temperatures  are  being  maintained  and  the  principles  of  the 
double-sink  method  properly  observed.  It  was  not  found  necessary 
to  obtain  any  samples  for  bacteriological  examination. 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 


Sixty-six  special  visits  were  paid  to  food  premises  at  the 
request  of  owners  to  inspect  foodstuffs,  and  the  following  were 
rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Steak  Pudding  1 tin 

Meal  64  tins 

Fruit  90  tins 

Soup  29  tins 

Tomatoes  23  tins 

Mixed  Vegetables  2 tins 

Spaghetti  2 tins 

Cream  2 tins 

Milk  11  tins 

Mincemeat  12  tins 

Fish  6 tins 

Beans  26  tins 

Peas  17  tins 

Carrots 1 tin 

Fruit  Juice  22  tins 

Coffee  5 tins 

Jam  39  jars 

Mixed  Fruit  41  lbs. 

Apples  15  lbs. 

Onions  7 lbs. 

. Vinegar  2 bottles 


Sauce  

5 bottles 

Squash  

13  bottles 

Flour  

14  pkts. 

All  Bran  

6 pkts. 

Oats  

1 pkt. 

Cornflakes  

46  pkts. 

Biscuits  

4 pkts. 

Chocolate  

41  bars 

Top  Side  Beef  

45  lbs. 

Neck  of  Beef  

60  lbs. 

Shoulder  Steak  

64  lbs. 

Ox  Kidney  

16  lbs. 

Beef  

no  lbs. 

Duckling  

21  lbs. 

Black  Puddings  

22  lbs. 

Frozen  Eggs  

14  lbs. 

Cheese  

90  lbs. 

Butter  

7ilbs. 

Fish  

14  lbs. 

Frozen  Turkey  

1 

Oranges  

67 

Cooked  Ham  

227  lb.  4 oz. 

As  a result  of  refrigeration  failure  the  following  were 
rejected  : — 


Rump  Steak 42  lbs. 

Lamb  Chops  58  lbs. 

Pork  Chops  51  lbs. 

Loins  of  Lamb  36  lbs. 

Legs  of  Lamb  46  lbs. 


Legs  of  Pork  55  lbs. 

Pork  140  lbs. 

Pork  and  Beef  110  lbs. 

Lamb  Fillets  23  lbs. 

Frying  Steak  21  lbs. 
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Lamb  

. ..  27  Ib-^ 

Mince  

..  . 5 lbs. 

Beef  

..  11  lbs. 

Bacon  

....  77  lbs. 

Fish  

....  40  lbs. 

Fish  Fingers  

...  109  packets 

Fish  Cakes  

. 141  packets 

Fish  

13  packets 

Kippers  

...  44  packets 

Cod  Fish  

...  38  packets 

Plaice  

...  66  packets 

Haddock  

...  60  packets 

Carrots  

...  55  packets 

Sweet  Corn  

...  26  packets 

Beef  

3 packets 

Braised  Beef  

...  16  packets 

Steaklets  

...  18  packets 

Stewed  Steak  

3 packets 

Buxted  Turkeys  . 

6 

Stewed  Steak  

Chicken  Pie  

Chicken  Portions  ... 

Beef  Dinners  

Shepherds  Pie  

Crust  Pastry  

PulT  Pastry  

Spinach  

Pies  

Raspberries  

Blackberries  

Strawberries  

Gooseberries  

Blackcurrants  

Blackberry  & Apple 
Yorkshire  Pudding.  . 

Beans  

Peas  

Apples  


15  packets 
7 packets 

47  packets 
2 packets 
5 packets 
4 packets 
2 packets 
2 packets 

97  packets 
13  packets 
27  packets 
74  packets 
10  packets 
1 packet 
9 packets 

48  packets 
96  packets 

429  packets 
. 17 


In  each  instance  the  rejected  food  was  disposed  of  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Department. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

There  is  one  private  slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough  at 
Ledsham  and  100  per  cent,  meat  inspection  is  maintained.  This 
involves  the  whole-time  services  of  a Public  Health  Inspector, 
and  a degree  of  overtime  payment  is  made  for  those  hours 
over  and  above  noimal  office  hours.  Slaughtering  as  a general 
rule  takes  place  seven  days  of  the  week. 

The  structural  regulations  for  this  area  came  into  force 
on  the  31st  March  of  the  vear,  and  a licence  was  issued  as 
from  that  date  by  the  Council  being  satisfied  after  submission 
of  a report  that  the  premises  fully  complied  with  these  require- 
ments. A close  co-operation  is  maintained  with  the  Divisional 
Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  and  he  is  informed  of  any 
cases  arising  in  relation  to  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis. 

A Eocal  Authority  by  the  introduction  of  the  Meat  Inspection 
Regulations  in  October  are  now  required  by  statute  to  undertake 
meat  inspection  and  a charge  is  made  for  the  service,  being  the 
maximum  permitted  under  the  regulations.  This  is  considered 
reasonable  for  the  period  under  review. 

An  office  has  been  provided  by  the  Occupier  of  the 
slaughterhouse  for  the  use  of  the  meat  inspector  and  a rental 
is  paid  by  the  Corporation  for  this  amenity  which  is  most 
essential. 
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The  following  table  relates  to  meat  inspection  carried 
out  at  this  slaughterhouse  during  the  year  : — 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

2795 

144 

4482 

21107 

9318 

Number  inspected  

2795 

144 

4482 

21107 

9318 

A5!  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci  : 

Whole  Carcases  condemned.  .. 

i 

1 

30 

13 

o 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  .. 

278 

23 

55 

3576 

iOk) 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci 

9.62% 

17.3% 

17.84% 

16.1% 

21.6% 

Toberculosis  Only  : 

Whole  Carcases  condemned.  .. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

25 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2.68% 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . 

27 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration  

27 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned   

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  weight  rejected  was 

: 6 tons,  18  cwts,  1 qrs.  16  lbs. 

The  incidence  of  the  number  of  carcases  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  show  a slight  increase  over  previous  years. 

In  compliance  with  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  four 
Slaughtermen’s  Licences  were  granted,  all  being  by  way  of 
renewal. 

ICE  - CREAM. 

Seventy-two  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  for  exam- 
ination during  the  year. 

Sampling  on  a rota  basis  has  been  maintained,  whereby 
traders  are  visited  at  irregular  intervals. 
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Of  the  seventy-two  samples  obtained  and  examined  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry,  fifty-four  were 
placed  in  Grade  I,  twelve  in  Grade  II,  two  in  Grade  III,  and 
four  in  Grade  IV. 

Action  was  taken  in  respect  of  the  samples  placed  in 
Grade  III  and  IV,  which  related  to  ice-cream  obtained  by  the 
retailers  from  producers  situate  outside  the  Borough,  and  further 
samples  subsequently  obtained. 

There  is  one  establishment  in  the  Borough  who  manu- 
factures by  the  hot-mix  method. 

Attention  has  been  paid  to  itinerant  ice-cream  dealers  to 
ensure  their  vehicles  are  maintained  to  standard  in  accordance 
with  the  codes  of  practice  in  operation  for  this  type  of  business. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  are  two  registered  dairies  and  sixty-nine  distributors 
within  the  Borough.  In  addition,  two  distributors  bring  milk  into 
the  area  from  adjacent  districts,  as  well  as  three  registered 
wholesalers.  These  total  fisures  show  an  increase  as  for  the 
previous  year.  Two  registrations  were  revoked  and  eight  new 
distributors  added  to  the  register. 

There  are  live  milk  vending  machines  being  operated  in 
the  district,  three  by  a producer/ retailer  from  farm  premises 
outside  the  Borough,  and  two  by  a large  dairy  undertaking.  This 
is  again  a reduction  over  the  previous  year.  The  milk  sold  is 
tuberculin  tested  and  pasteurised. 

Milk  sampling  has  continued  to  be  carried  out  on  a rota 
basis  ; one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  samples  were  obtained  and 
sent  to  the  bacteriologist  for  examination,  each  being  examined 
in  accordance  with  the  designation  applicable  to  the  sample. 

Of  the  samples  so  examined,  two  failed  the  prescribed 
test,  with  follow-up  work  being  undertaken  and  further  samples 
obtained. 

Information  was  received  from  the  County  Council  in 
one  instance  of  Positive  Brucella  sp.  isolated  following  bulk  milk 
samples  taken  by  them  from  farm  premises  in  the  Borough. 
Visits  were  paid,  and  with  the  closest  co-operation  of  the  farmer 
all  milk  was  sent  to  a Pasteurising  Establishment  pending  clear- 
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ance  of  the  offending  animal(s)  by  the  Divisional  Veterinary 
Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

A total  of  one  hundred  and  eleven  pre  - packed  Milk 
Dealers’  Licences  have  been  issued  to-date  authorising  the  sale 
of  milk  under  designation  for  the  quinquennial  period  from  1st 
January,  1961.  One  licence  may  include  for  various  types  of 
milk  provided  it  is  intended  to  be  retailed  at  the  time  application 
is  made  for  the  licence,  and  it  is  so  stated. 
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Atmospheric  Polliitioii 


The  Department  has  been  actively  engaged  in  dealing 
with  atmospheric  pollution  in  all  its  aspects  and  whilst  progress 
towards  cleaner  air  is  being  maintained  the  smoke  control  pro- 
gramme dealing  with  domestic  pollution  has  inevitably  been 
slowed  dov/n  whilst  the  Local  Authority  adapt  their  procedure 
to  deal  with  the  new  conception  of  smoke  control. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  a White  Paper  on  Domestic  Fuel 
supplies  and  the  Clean  Air  Policy  was  published  in  which  it 
was  pointed  out  that  in  view  of  the  rapid  technological  changes 
in  the  gas  industry  an  immediate  review  had  been  instituted. 
This  included  a complete  and  comprehensive  re-assessment  of 
the  probable  availability  of  the  different  smokeless  fuels  in  Great 
Britain  for  several  years  ahead  and  of  the  probable  demand  for 
smokeless  fuels. 

This  possible  change  was  envisaged  in  the  previous  report 
and  requires  future  Smoke  Control  Areas  to  be  planned  on  a 
different  basis.  Where  little  or  no  open  fire  gas  coke  is  available 
for  such  areas  it  is  necessary  to  ensure  that  only  appliances 
capable  of  using  other  available  solid  smokeless  fuels,  or  gas, 
electricity  or  oil  are  installed.  A full  report  was  prepared  for 
Health  Committee  upon  the  implications  of  this  new  policy  of 
smoke  control  which  will  inevitably  mean  an  increase  in  cost  in 
its  promotion. 

Five  Smoke  Control  Areas  are  now  in  operation  in  the 
Borough  embracing  approximately  5,000  houses  in  addition  to 
other  types  of  premises.  Area  number  five  came  into  operation 
on  the  1st  November,  1963,  and  the  opportunity  was  taken  during 
the  year  to  utilise  the  mobile  exhibition  unit  of  the  Solid  Smoke- 
less Fuels  Federation  for  one  week  stationed  in  the  zone.  This 
proved  most  successful. 

A considerable  amount  of  work  was  involved  in  the 
establishment  of  the  last  area  together  with  the  follow-up  work 
necessary  to  convert  appliances.  One  of  the  greatest  difficult' cs 
has  been  obtaining  estimates  from  applicants  at  an  early  stage 
in  order  adequate  time  being  available  for  the  Contractors  to 
complete  the  work. 
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An  increasins  number  of  householders  in  the  smoke 
control  areas  are  using  non-solid  smokeless  fuels  and  it  is  again 
reiterated  a wonderful  opportunity  is  being  given  in  the  formation 
of  smoke  control  areas  as  also  other  development  for  new 
methods  in  house  heating  and  hot  water  installation. 

It  is  of  course  necessary  to  keep  all  Smoke  Control 
Areas  under  observation  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  Orders  are 
being  complied  with  and  in  this  connection  warnings  were  given 
in  twenty-one  instances  relating  to  the  burning  of  non-smokeless 
fuel,  it  is  generally  found  that  personal  advice  and  guidance 
assists  in  resolving  problems  of  this  kind  without  having  to  take 
further  action. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  no  complaints  were  received 
of  a shortage  of  smokeless  fuel  in  the  smoke  control  areas  and 
close  contact  has  been  maintained  with  the  responsible  officer 
of  the  Board. 

The  public  generally  are  ready  and  willing  to  play  their 
part  in  attaining  clean  air,  and  a number  of  enquiries  are  being 
received  in  the  Department  to  ascertain  when  different  areas  of 
the  Borough  will  come  under  smoke  control  as  it  would  appear 
people  are  anxious  to  have  the  benefits  of  the  cleaner  atmosphere 
in  their  own  immediate  environment. 

Following  a reappraisal  of  the  Clean  Air  structure  by 
Flealth  Committee  it  has  subsequently  been  agreed  by  the  Council 
to  continue  with  the  phase  programme  for  smoke  control  areas 
and  it  is  hoped  to  commence  survey  work  on  further  areas  by 
the  end  of  1964. 

On  the  industrial  front  routine  inspection  of  boiler  plants 
and  observation  of  factory  chimneys  has  continued  and  close 
co-operation  maintained  with  industrial  management  and  engineers. 
This  spirit  of  co-operation  can  achieve  a high  standard  of  com- 
bustion control  as  any  problems  found  on  observation  can  quickly 
be  dealt  with. 

Nineteen  Notices  of  Proposal  to  install  furnaces  were 
received  during  the  year  and  aecepted  by  the  Committee.  The 
opportunity  is  taken  when  new  boiler  plant  is  proposed  to  discuss 
with  Managements  the  Department’s  requirements  for  smokeless 
combustion. 

A number  of  schemes  for  incineration  of  waste  have  been 
discussed  with  Industry  and  in  every  new  installation  the  need 
is  stressed  for  incinerators  to  be  of  adequate  capacity  and  to 
be  provided  with  the  necessary  primary  and  after  burner  for 
complete  smokeless  combustion.  This  can  often  be  a complex 
matter  depending  upon  the  type  of  waste  being  dealt  with. 
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The  Borough  contains  a number  of  large  Chemical 
industries  and  liaison  is  maintained  between  the  Department  and 
Industrial  Technologists  in  the  field  of  control  of  gaseous 
emissions.  The  specific  control  of  problems  arising  is  exercised 
by  the  Alkali  Works  Inspector  with  whom  close  contact  is 
achieved. 

An  important  aspect  of  the  control  of  atmospheric  pollu- 
tion is  exercised  in  the  determination  of  satisfactory  chimney 
stack  heights  in  order  to  reduce  the  ground  level  concentration 
of  Sulphur  Dioxide.  This  can  be  a difficult  matter  to  resolve 
and  in  order  to  assist  Local  Authorities  a Memorandum  on 
chimney  stack  heights  has  been  prepared  by  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  which  is  to  be  regarded  as  a 
guide  rather  than  a mathematically  precise  way  of  reaching  a 
final  decision  on  chimney  height. 

During  the  year  a number  of  steam  locomotives  were 
replaced  by  diesel  Shunting  Engines  by  one  Company.  This 
marked  the  satisfactory  completion  of  a problem  to  the  Depart- 
ment which  had  resulted  in  discussion  and  negotiations  with 
the  Company  concerned  over  a lengthy  period. 

At  the  present  time  problems  of  smoke  emission  from 
freight  traffic  and  shunting  operations  on  the  main  railv/ay  line 
is  being  actively  pursued.  The  railway  line  is  situate  adjacent 
to  the  Northern  boundary  of  three  of  the  Smoke  Control  Areas 
and  it  is  therefore  essential  to  have  the  maximum  co-operation 
to  prevent  smoke  emission  from  this  source.  Passenger  traffic 
on  this  line  has  already  been  dieselised  and  representations  are 
being  made  for  a similar  solution  to  the  freight  problem. 

The  Department  is  responsible  for  the  operation  of  the 
Oil  Heater  Regulations  and  in  this  connection  routine  inspections 
were  carried  out  of  premises  involved  in  order  to  ensure  that 
the  requirements  of  the  regulations  were  understood  and  complied 
with. 


Two  daily  smoke  filters  and  SO2  apparatus  are  provided 
by  the  Department,  one  being  sited  in  the  new  Town  Centre 
and  the  other  in  a residential  area.  The  results  of  the  readings 
from  these  instruments  are  submitted  to  the  Department  of 
Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  as  the  Borough  Council  is  a 
co-operating  body  in  the  investigation  of  atmospheric  pollution. 
In  addition  two  daily  instruments  are  now  being  operated  by 
Industrial  Undertakings  in  the  Stanlow  Area  of  the  Borough  at 
the  request  of  the  Department  and  their  support  is  greatly 
appreciated. 
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The  value  of  the  reading  from  these  instruments  will  be 
more  evident  over  a longer  period,  already  however  the  industrial 
area  readings  indicate  an  interesting  comparison  with  the  other 
sites,  the  level  of  smoke  pollution  being  considerably  less  again 
emphasising  the  importance  of  the  control  of  domestic  smoke 
in  the  clean  air  campaign. 

The  readings  from  machines  numbers  two  and  three  over 
a period  of  twelve  months  are  shown  on  the  tables  overleaf 
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DAILY  SMOKE  FILTER  AND  SO^  APPARATUS  — 1963/64 
SMOKE  CONCENTRATION  MICRO-GRAMMES  per  Cu.  Metre 
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DAILY  SMOKE  FILTER  AND  SOj  APPARATUS  — 1963/64 
SMOKE  CONCENTRATION  MICRO-GRAMMES  per  Cu.  Metre 
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General 


NOISE. 

The  district  does  not  to  any  great  extent  appear  to  suffer 
from  industrial  noise  to  such  a degree  as  to  be  a nuisance, 
although  the  public  generally  are  becoming  aware  of  the  need 
for  the  control  of  noise  levels. 

Advantage  is  taken  by  the  Department  whenever  possible 
of  having  discussions  with  Managements  relating  to  any  proposed 
new  industrial  development  to  draw  attention  to  the  need  at 
the  design  stage  to  ensure  measures  being  adopted  as  may  be 
required  to  reduce  so  far  as  practicable  noise  emissions. 

DRAINS  AND  SEWERAGE. 

There  are  two  sewage  disposal  works  in  the  Borough. 
The  works  at  Little  Stanney  were  erected  during  the  year  1933, 
and  designed  for  a population  of  20,000  whilst  the  disposal 
works  at  Sunnyside  Pontoon,  known  as  the  Town  Works,  are 
designed  for  a population  of  7,000.  An  area  of  the  Borough  is 
drained  under  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  to  the  River  Mersey 
without  treatment. 


With  the  growth  of  the  Borough  the  provision  of  additional 
sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works  for  the  whole  area  is  still 
under  consideration.  Work  is  in  progress  on  the  Rivacre  Valley 
relief  sewer  and  as  indicated  in  the  previous  report  new  devel- 
opment in  the  area  is  no  longer  being  restricted  because  of  lack 
of  suitable  drainage  facilities. 

Some  local  flooding  following  storms  occurs  in  various 
parts  of  the  district  and  the  need  for  consideration  to  be  given 
to  this  aspect  must  be  reiterated  as  any  surcharging  of  sewers 
to  cause  flooding  becomes  a potential  health  risk. 


The  conversion  of  pail  closets  to  water  closets  at  houses 
in  the  Village  of  Ince  is  completed,  apart  from  one  farmhouse 
the  drainage  from  which,  along  with  farm  drainage  generally 
is  at  present  the  subject  of  discussions  with  the  Owner  concerned. 
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Inspections  have  been  carried  out  in  respect  of  pollution 
in  the  Ledsham  Area  and  joint  visits  paid  with  an  officer  of 
the  adjacent  Authority  as  necessary.  Complaints  of  pollution 
have  been  fewer  but  continuing  action  is  required  to  resolve 
the  problems. 

The  cleansing  of  choked  house  drains  are  referred  in 
the  first  instance  to  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s 
Department  when  arrangements  are  made  for  plunging  and 
rodding.  Notices  are  served  upon  Owners  concerned  where 
drainage  cannot  be  cleared  by  this  method  and  the  ground  has 
to  be  opened  up. 

One  hundred  and  seventy  - four  notices  were  served 
during  the  year  in  respect  of  defective  drainage.  All  notices 
were  complied  with. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

A portion  of  the  small  River  Gowy  lies  within  the  area 
and  is  bordered  by  oil  works  along  its  entire  length  in  this 
Borough.  It  is  tide  - locked  where  it  is  syphoned  below  the 
Manchester  Ship  Canal  to  discharge  into  the  River  Mersey. 

Pollution  is  evident,  due  to  trade  effluents  from  neigh- 
bouring industries. 

There  is  also  evidence  on  occasion  of  pollution  in  the 
Rivacre  Brook  which  receives  overflow  from  the  Sutton  Sewer. 
This  in  the  preliminary  proposals  will  be  rectified,  except  for  a 
short  distance,  and  totally  eliminated  on  the  completion  of  the 
final  phase. 

The  clean  water  effluent  discharged  from  a factory  in 
the  upper  reaches  although  now  much  reduced  in  quantity 
assists  greatly  in  cleansing  the  brook. 

CLOSET  ACCOM  MODATION 

The  district  generally  is  provided  with  clean  water  closets, 
although  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  where  sewers  are  not 
available  some  cesspools  and  septic  tank  installations  are  in  use. 
Only  a few  pails  now  remain. 

Inspections  are  carried  out  as  required  of  small  sewage 
disposal  plants  and  informal  notices  served  for  maintenance 
work  to  be  undertaken.  It  is  always  emphasised  that  no  sewerage 
treatment  plant  however  simple  and  well  designed  can  be  expected 
to  work  indefinitely  without  proper  attention. 
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The  routine  cleansing  of  cesspools  is  undertaken  by  the 
Council  through  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  Depart- 
ment together  with  a service  for  periodic  de-sludging  of  septic 
tanks. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

This  service  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  under  the 
control  of  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  Department ; 
modern  mechanised  vehicles  are  in  use,  and  disposal  is  by  tipping. 

All  premises  in  the  district  except  for  the  paper  sack 
scheme,  utilise  the  standard  dustbin,  and  the  Department  enforces 
renewals,  etc.,  together  with  the  provision  of  dustbins  to  new 
houses  and  other  premises. 

Co-operation  has  been  maintained  with  the  Department 
in  the  disposal  of  refuse  at  Pooltown  Road  Tip.  Routine  disin- 
festation against  fly-breeding,  etc.,  is  carried  out  by  the  use  of 
a pressure  blower. 

The  collection  of  refuse  is  an  important  service  in  the 
field  of  public  health  and  a regular  system  of  removal  of  all 
types  of  domestic  refuse  is  essential.  The  problem  of  indis- 
criminate dumping  of  refuse  on  waste  land  does  become  a 
serious  matter  and  in  order  to  draw  attention  to  the  service 
available  the  Council  circularised  a statement  during  the  year 
advising  householders  that  they  would,  on  request,  and  without 
charge,  make  a special  collection  of  bona-fide  domestic  articles 
which  could  not  conveniently  be  placed  in  a regulation  dustbin 
or  paper  sack. 

A scheme  for  payment  in  respect  of  the  collection  of 
trade  refuse  is  operated  by  the  Council.  It  is  considered  very 
important  that  a satisfactory  system  of  trade  refuse  collection 
should  be  maintained  in  order  to  prevent  accumulation  of  refuse 
at  shops,  particularly  food  shops,  and  to  prevent  nuisance  from 
incineration  of  paper,  cardboard,  etc.,  at  such  premises.  The 
use  of  paper  sacks  can  be  an  advantage  particularly  from  a 
hygiene  point  of  view  and  are  recommended  wherever  possible. 

There  are  at  present  four  industrial  tips  within  the 
Borough  and  a number  of  inspections  have  been  carried  out. 

Conditions  at  one  tip  subject  to  a measure  of  planning 
control  have  become  very  unsightly  although  there  is  no  public 
health  nuisance. 
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SWIMMING  POOL. 


The  Rivacre  Swimming  Pool  is  owned  by  the  Corporation 
and  is  an  open  air  pool  with  a swimming  area  of  1,567  square 
yards. 

The  water  in  the  pool  is  obtained  from  the  Water  Board’s 
mains,  being  of  the  same  quality  as  drinking  water.  There  is  a 
continuous  bath  purification  plant  embodying  two  horizontal 
air-scoured  pressure  filters  with  a circulation  pump  capable  of 
circulating  the  total  contents  of  the  pool  in  a period  of  eight 
hours. 


Several  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bateriological 
examination  during  the  height  of  the  season,  and  upon  repre- 
sentation by  the  Department  investigations  are  being  carried 
out  into  the  extension  of  the  existing  facilities  in  order  to 
maintain  a high  standard  of  water  treatment. 

The  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor  has  in  operation  a 
special  arrangement  for  collection  of  litter  during  peak  periods 
at  the  pool  as  the  depositing  of  litter  in  the  surrounds  spoil 
what  is  otherwise  a very  nice  setting. 

Preliminary  investigations  are  at  present  being  carried 
out  by  the  Borough  Architect  into  the  design  of  a new  indoor 
Swimming  Pool  in  the  Borough,  and  close  co-operation  is  being 
maintained  with  the  Department  on  water  treatment  which  is 
greatly  appreciated. 

SCHOOLS. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  two  County  Grammar 
Schools,  six  County  Secondary  Modern,  sixteen  Primary  and  four 
Denominational  Schools  in  the  Borough. 

All  are  provided  with  individual  water  closet  accommo- 
dation, etc.,  together  with  necessary  facilities. 

There  are  now  no  schools  in  the  Borough  using  rooms 
at  other  Buildings  to  accommodate  overspill. 

The  practice  of  carrying  out  disinfection  during  the  mid- 
summer term  has  continued. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT. 

There  are  three  premises  in  the  Borough  licensed  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  all  in  respect  of  shops, 
and  are  satisfactory. 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 


The  Borough  Council  is  responsible  for  the  administration 
of  the  Act  being  the  Local  Authority  as  defined  for  this  purpose. 
Three  hundred  and  six  inspections  were  made  during  the  course 
of  the  year. 

The  usual  difficulties  in  respect  of  Sunday  Trading  are 
encountered  and  warnings  are  issued  wherever  necessary. 

An  application  was  received  by  an  association  to  reviev/ 
the  Statutory  Early  Closing  Day.  The  Committee  considered 
the  matter  but  were  unable  to  take  any  action  as  insufficient 
evidence  was  available  to  them  and  the  applicants  were  informed 
of  the  position.  No  further  action  was  apparently  taken  by 
them  as  nothing  further  ensued. 

Plans  of  new  shop  development  are  carefully  examined 
and  recommendations  made  to  ensure  that  the  provisions  of  the 
Shops  Act,  particularly  welfare  facilities  will  be  fully  complied 
with.  A number  of  excellent  schemes  are  in  being. 

The  new  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises,  Act,  1963, 
was  issued  during  the  year.  This  Act  makes  provision  for  the 
safety,  health  and  welfare  of  people  employed  in  these  premises, 
and  certain  sections  including  the  requirement  to  register  premises 
will  come  into  force  on  the  1st  May,  1964,  with  the  main 
provisions  operating  on  1st  August,  1964. 

FACTORIES. 

The  tables  on  the  following  pages  refer  to  the  inspections 
carried  out  at  factory  premises  and  show  an  increase  over  the 
previous  year. 

Factory  development  continues  in  the  Borough  and  close 
attention  is  given  to  all  aspects  of  Public  Flealth  control.  This 
work  at  the  planning  stage  is  considered  to  be  very  important 
as  some  of  the  development  is  extensive  in  character  and 
problems  resolved  at  this  stage  show  advantages  later  on. 

A high  standard  of  health  and  welfare  facilities  is  aimed 
at  with  new  factories  and  some  excellent  schemes  have  been 
provided. 

Three  undertakings  obtain  a water  supply  from  deep 
bores  for  which  approval  has  been  given  in  accordance  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Factory  Act.  Samples  of  water  are 
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obtained  at  regular  intervals  for  bateriological  examination  and 
chemical  analysis.  At  one  of  the  undertakings  the  supply  is 
extensive  and  complex  in  character  and  reports  on  samples  are 
received  weekly. 

Close  liaison  is  maintained  with  this  Company  in  the 
surveillance  of  water  supply  and  a comprehensive  scheme  of  water 
sampling  is  carried  out. 

The  support  and  assistance  afforded  by  the  Public  Analyst 
in  the  examination  and  control  of  these  water  supplies  is  greatly 
appreciated . 

OFFICES. 

The  new  legislation  referred  to  under  the  section  of  the 
report  dealing  with  Shops  is  of  course  designed  to  improve  the 
safety,  health  and  welfare  facilities  in  Offices.  The  Department 
will  shortly  be  engaged  on  preparing  a register  of  these  premises 
in  readiness  for  the  date  of  operation  of  the  main  provisions 
of  the  Act. 

The  new  requirements  will  necessitate  a detailed  survey 
being  carried  out  of  premises  affected  and  a considerable  amount 
of  work  is  envisaged  at  this  stage. 

The  new  legislation  offers  a challenge  to  Local  Authorities 
in  achieving  improvements  in  the  working  conditions  of  office 
workers,  a measure  to  be  welcomed  and  long  awaited. 

AGRICULTURAL  (SAFETY,  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE 
PROVISIONS)  ACT,  1956. 

There  are  "twenty-six  holding  situate  v/ithin  the  Borough. 
Inspections  carried  out  related  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act  have 
indicated  satisfactory  conditions  and  no  further  action  has  been 
necessary.  Routine  inspections  will  of  course  be  necessary  to 
ascertain  any  changing  conditions  requiring  action  by  the  Depart- 
ment. 

RADIOACTIVE  ^ SUBSTANCES. 

Copies  of  Certificates  of  Registration  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Radioactive  Substances  Act  are  forwarded  to  Local 
Authorities  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
in  respect  of  establishments  in  the  Borough  using  radioactive 
substances. 

Close  liaison  is  maintained  with  industry  in  order  that 
the  Department  is  kept  aware  of  developments  in  this  field. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found  : 
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Pest  Control 


In  view  of  the  increasing  amount  of  work  and  responsibility 
undertaken  in  this  section  the  establishment  has  been  increased 
so  that  there  are  now  four  rodent  operatives  and  a charge-hand 
whose  part-time  services  are  chargeable  to  rodent  control.  It 
is  also  intended  that  one  of  the  operatives  shall  be  engaged  on 
other  duties  in  the  section  other  than  dealing  with  rat  and  mice 
infestations. 

They  have  been  fully  engaged  in  attending  to  complaints 
and  survey  of  the  area  for  rodents  together  with  inspection  and 
taking  of  remedial  measures  arising  out  of  Annual  and  Clearance 
Contracts. 

A spirit  of  co-operation  and  goodwill  has  still  prevailed 
thus  enabling  the  Local  Authority  to  carry  out  its  responsibilities 
in  the  fullest  entirety  without  any  form  of  friction.  This  is  of 
great  benefit  to  everyone. 

It  does  appear  that  constant  vigilance  is  essential  in  the 
work  of  rodent  control  and  as  the  Borough  develops  so  more 
than  ever  does  the  need  arise  to  maintain  a satisfactory  standard. 

A free  service  has  continued  in  respect  of  rat  infestation 
at  domestic  property,  and  advice  is  given  whenever  requested 
in  any  instance  affecting  mice. 

11,234  inspections  were  carried  out  by  the  rodent 
operatives,  with  970  poisoning  campaigns  undertaken.  The  total 
amount  of  ‘ poison  take  ’,  i.e.,  poison  bait  combined,  on  all 
campaigns  was:  Zinc  Phosphide  41  lbs.  14ozs.  ; Arsenic, 
36  lbs.  0 ozs.;  Mafantu  1 lb.  3 ozs.;  Warfarin  0.5  per  cent., 
41  lbs.  H^ozs. 

The  formula  prepared  by  the  Ministry  for  the  calculation 
of  the  estimated  kill  of  the  common  rat  when  Zinc  Phosphide 
and  Arsenic  are  used  shows  that  in  respect  of  these  two  poisons 
in  campaigns  a total  kill  of  3,115  is  arrived  at  for  the  year. 

A test  baiting  of  10  per  cent,  of  sewer  manholes  in  the 
entire  Borough  were  baited  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Ministry  and  ‘no  takes’  recorded. 
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This  was  considered  satisfactory  and  no  further  work  in 
this  connection  was  undertaken  during  the  financial  year  1963/64. 

A number  of  treatments  have  been  carried  out  at  industrial 
and  other  premises  in  relation  to  infestation  of  ants,  cockroaches, 
etc.,  such  work  being  undertaken  on  a Clearance  or  Annual 
Contract  basis.  Work  in  the  case  of  domestic  dwellings  is  done 
as  a free  service,  and  complaints  generally  show  a considerable 
increase. 

In  respect  of  infestation  with  bed-bugs,  the  number  of 
houses  dealt  with  during  the  year  is  as  follows  : — 


(a)  Corporation  houses  2 

(b)  Other  houses  2 

(c)  Number  disinfested  4 

(d)  Total  visits  10 


Infested  houses  were  treated  with  liquid  and  powder 
forms  of  D.  D.  T.  with  satisfactory  results.  It  is  not  generally 
considered  now  necessary  to  have  woodwork  removed  in  the 
bedroom  to  facilitate  disinfestation,  due  to  the  residual  effect 
of  D.  D.T. 

A heavy  infestation  again  occurred  commencing  in  the 
early  Spring  of  the  Carabidae  or  Ground  Beetle  on  waste  land 
at  the  rear  of  Corporation  dwellings  in  the  Stanlow  Ward. 
Remedial  measures  were  undertaken  including  a turning  over 
of  the  soil  on  an  area  of  land  at  the  rear  of  the  houses.  It 
did  appear  that  whilst  the  infestation  was  heavy  it  was  not  quite 
as  severe  as  the  previous  summer  and  may  have  been  due  to 
disinfestation  having  been  commenced  at  a much  earlier  period 
of  the  season. 


Close  contact  was  again  maintained  with  officers  of 
Infestation  Division,  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food, 
and  their  further  help  and  support  was  greatly  appreciated. 


Spraying  with  a suitable  insecticide  has  also  been  carried 
out  following  complaints  received  of  nuisance  by  mosquito  and 
midge  breeding.  Whenever  possible  cleansing  of  ditches  has  been 
undertaken  by  the  owners,  although  where  new  development  is 
concerned  it  is  essential  that  all  ditches  shall  be  piped. 
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CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
SOUTH  WEST  CHESHIRE  DIVISIONAL 
HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


ANNUAL  REPORT  1963 


Dr.  VV.  A.  POLLITT,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h., 
DIVISIONAL  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 


St.  Martin’s  Lodge, 
Castle  Esplanade, 
CHESTER. 


Telephone  : Chester  24678. 

Extn.  343/344. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES 

of  the 

SOUTH  WEST  CHESHIRE  DIVISION 
for  the  Year  1963 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  Divisional  Health  Services  for  the  year  1963. 

The  Division  comprises  of  the  Borough  of  Ellesmere 
Port  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Chester  and  Tarvin.  The  total 
population  has  increased  from  90,801  in  1962  to  91,310  in  the 
current  year.  The  area  of  the  Division  is  115,584  acres. 

The  past  year  shows  a continued  expansion  in  all  the 
services  provided  in  the  Divisional  area.  In  order  to  cope  with 
this  and  the  anticipated  needs  of  future  years,  a new  purpose 
built  clinic  centre  was  commenced  at  Plas  Newton  in  Upton. 
Negotiations  were  also  started  with  church  authorities  for  the 
leasing  of  premises  in  the  Westminster  Ward  of  Ellesmere  Port 
for  a Child  Welfare  Clinic. 

Greater  efforts  are  now  being  made  to  assist  the 
physically  handicapped  to  enable  them  to  remain  at  home 
and  to  take  their  place  in  the  community.  As  a part  of  the 
contribution  to  this  drive,  adaptations  at  the  York  Road  Office 
premises  have  started,  and  it  is  intended  to  inaugurate  a club 
for  physically  handicapped  persons  in  the  adapted  premises 
during  1964. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Division  received  a 
16m.m.  sound  film  projector  for  use  in  Health  Education.  This 
will  add  to  the  methods  of  teaching  at  present  in  use,  which 
include  lectures,  talks  with  film  strip  projector,  static  displays, 
leaflet  distribution  and  other  teaching  aids,  which  cover  a con- 
siderate variety  of  topics. 
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1 wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  support  received 
from  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Committee  throughout 
the  year,  and  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  his  staff  for 
their  generous  hplp,  and  to  Mr.  R.  J»  Bernie  the  Clerk  to  the 
Committee  aiid“  to  the  clerical  staff  for*  their  earnest  co-operation 
on  all  occasions.  ■ 

W.  A.  POLLITT,  M.R.C.S.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h., 

''*■  Divisional  Medical  Officer. 
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CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
SOUTH  WEST  CHESHIRE  DIVISIONAL 
HEALTH  COMMITTEE 
REPORT  FOR  YEAR  ENDED 
31st  DECEMBER,  1963 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

ANTE -NATAL  CLINICS 

There  are  two  Ante-Natal  Clinics  held  in  the  division. 
These  clinics  are  staffed  by  Consultant  Obstetricians,  Midwives 
and  Health  Visitors.  Mothers  also  'attend  at  these  clinics  for 
Post-Natal  examination. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  provide  instruction  in  mother- 
craft  for  those  attending  the  Ante  - Natal  Clinics  by  means 
of  talks,  demonstrations,  discussion  groups  and  the  showing  of 
film  strips. 

Attendance  figures  at  the  two  clinics  are  set  out 
below  : — 

ANTENATAL  POST-NATAL 


New 

Total 

New 

Total 

Cases 

Attendance 

Cases 

Atfendances 

Ellesmere  Port 

401 

1684 

111 

116 

Little  Sutton 

162 

612 

37 

37 

Dental  facilities  are  available  free  of  charge  to  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers,  and  during  the  year  seven  women  received 
treatment. 


Clinics  for  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  mothers  are  held 
as  follows  : — 

ANTI -NATAL  CLINICS  — 

Welfare  Centre,  Stanney  Lane,  Ellesmere  Port  — 

Monday  morning  and  Wednesday  afternoon  each  week. 

Welfare  Centre,  462,  Chester  Road,  Little  Sutton  — 

Friday  morning  each  week. 

MIDWIVES  CLINICS  AND  PREPARATION  CLINICS 

Welfare  Centre.  Stanney  Lane,  Ellesmere  Port  — 

Monday  afternoon  each  week. 

Welfare  Centre,  462,  Chester  Road,  Little  Sutton  — 

Thursday  afternoon  each  week. 

DENTAL  CLINICS  (EXPECTANT  MOTHERS) 

Welfare  Centre,  Stanney  Lane,  Ellesmere  Port  — 

By  appointment 

Welfare  Centre,  462,  Chester  Road,  Little  Sutton  — 

By  appointment. 
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GHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES 


Attendances  at  these  Clinics  throughout  the  Division 
show  an  . increase  in  the  0 — 1 and  1—2  age  groups  with' a slight 
decrease  in  the  2 — 5 age  group. 

During  the  year  the  Overpool  Clinic  was  moved  to  new 
premises  giving  improved  facilities  for  the  mothers  and  children. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  clinic  at  Tnce  was  closed, 
as,  despite  holding  the  clinic  once  a month,  the  attendance 
continued  to  fall.  It  was  considered  better  to  deploy  medical 
and  nursing  staff  elsewhere. 

New  cases  and  attendance  at  individual  Clinics  : — 


New  Cases 

Total 

Attendances 

0—1 

0—1 

1—2 

2—5 

Barrow 

24 

298 

91 

125 

Christleton 

71 

599 

147 

93 

Ellesmere  Port 

532 

4410 

468 

112 

Farndon  

17 

153 

69 

39 

Great  Boughton 

85 

822 

171 

115 

Huntington 

32 

241 

67 

61 

Ince  

14 

65 

6 

10 

Kelsall  

39 

370 

126 

129 

Little  Sutton  

237 

1913 

177 

69 

Malpas  

45 

359 

137 

64 

Overpool  

57 

442 

24 

6 

Saughall  

52 

385 

97 

94 

Tarvin  

40 

411 

146 

130 

Tattenhall 

16 

192 

20 

42 

Upton  

156 

1344 

235 

193 

1417 

12004 

1981 

1282 

Attendances  of  Children 

under  5 at  the 

following  Speciali. 

Clinics : — 

New  Cases 

Total  Attendanc 

Ophthalmic  

17 

53 

Dental  Treatment  (under  5) 

132 

158 

E.  N.  T.  (under  5)  

9 

21 
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Screening  Tests  of  Hearing 

Health  Visitors  who  have  been  specially  trained  in  the 
technique,  carry  out  routine  tests  of  hearing  on  babies  of  nine 
months  and  over  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Where  necessary  children  are  referred  to  the  Ear,  Nose 
and  Throat  Clinics  staffed  by  Consultant  Surgeons  and  to 
Professor  Ewing  and  his  colleagues  from  the  Manchester 
University  Department  for  Education  of  the  Deaf.  These  clinics 
deal  with  children  of  pre-school  age  and  of  school  age  having 
hearing  defects. 

Phenylketenuria 

All  babies  are  tested  by  Health  Visitors  either  at  home 
or  in  the  clinic  for  phenylketonuria,  one  of  the  causes  of  back- 
wardness in  children.  Early  recognition  and  treatment  of  this 
condition  prevents  any  deterioriation  taking  place. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  as  follows : — 

Welfare  Centre,  Stanney  Lane,  Ellesmere  Port  — 

Tuesday  and  Friday  afternoons  each  week. 

Welfare  Centre,  Stanney  Lane,  Ellesmere  Port  — 

Young  Childrens’  Clinic  (age  2 — 5)  4th  Thursday  afternoon  in 
each  month. 

Welfare  Centre,  462,  Chester  Road,  Little  Sutton  — 

Monday  afternoon  each  week. 

Welfare  Centre,  462,  Chester  Road,  Little  Sutton  — 

Young  Childrens’  Clinic  (age  2 — 5)  1st  Tuesday  afternoon  each 
month. 

Castrol  Social  Club,  Overpool  — 

1st  and  3rd  Thursday  afternoon  each  month. 

Village  Hall,  Barrow  — 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesday  afternoon  each  month. 

Women’s  Institute,  Christleton  — 

1st  and  3rd  Thursday  afternoon  each  month. 

Memorial  Hall,  Farndon,  Nr.  Chester  — 

1st  and  3rd  Thursday  afternoon  each  month. 

Congregational  Church  Hall,  Great  Boughton  — 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  afternoon  each  month. 

Village  Hall,  Huntington,  Chester  — 

2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  afternoon  each  month. 

Parish  Hall,  Kelsall  — 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  afternoon  each  month. 

Jubilee  Hall,  Malpas  — 

1st,  3rd  and  5th  Monday  afternoon  each  month. 

Vernon  Institute,  Saughall  — 

1st  and  3rd  Monday  afternoon  each  month. 
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The  Vicarage,  Tarvin  — 

2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  afternoon  each  month. 

Barbour  Institute,  Tattenhall  — 

1st  and  3rd  Monday  afternoon  each  month. 

Village  Hall,  Upton  — 

Thursday  afternoon  each  week. 

Specialist  Clinics  for  Pre  - School  children  and  school 
children  are  held  at  the  following  locations  : — 

Dental  Clinics  (Pre-School,  School  Children):  — 

Welfare  Centre,  Stanney  Lane,  Ellesmere  Port  — 

By  appointment. 

Welfare  Centre,  462,  Chester  Road,  Little  Sutton  — 

By  appointment. 

Audiology  and  Screening  Clinics:  — 

Welfare  Centre,  Stanney  Lane,  Ellesmere  Port  — 

Tuesday  afternoon  each  week.  School  Children  Monday  morning 
alternate  weeks. 

Welfare  Centre,  462,  Chester  Road,  Little  Sutton  — 

3rd  Tuesday  afternoon  each  week. 

Rural  Clinics  — 

By  appointment,  as  required. 


WELFARE  FOODS,  MINISTRY  AND  PROPRIETARY 

BRANDS. 

The  distribution  of  Welfare  Foods,  both  Ministry  and 
Proprietary  Brands,  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily,  and  our 
appreciation  is  due  to  the  voluntary  workers  who  give  many 
hours  of  their  time  to  assist  in  this  capacity  both  at  clinics, 
and  at  voluntary  distribution  points. 

Ministry  — 

National  Cod  Liver  A/D  Tablets  Orange  Juice  Total 
Dried  Milk  Oil 

16067  1394  1543  13054  32058 

Proprietary  Brands  — 

Milk  Foods  Cereal  Foods 

11481  1648 
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Other  Commodities 

8650 


The  figures  for  Ministry  Welfare  Foods  show  an  increase 
over  the  previous  year  as  follows  : — 


National  Dried  Milk 

1386  — 

9% 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

141  — 

11% 

A.  & D.  Tablets  

41  — 

2i-% 

Orange  Juice 

1026  — 

8% 

Ail  Foods  in  Proprietary 

Brands  Section  have  shown  an 

ease  over  ihe  year;  — 

Milk  Foods  

1095'  — 

■f  ; 

10%  ■' 

Cereal  Foods 

363  — 

25% 

Other  Commodities 

3986  — 

86% 

Ministry  Welfare  Foods 

are  distributed  at 

the  following 

Centres  : — 


Welfare  Clinics  — 

Ellesmere  Port 

Little  Sutton 

Overpool 

Barrow 

Christleton 

Farndon 

Great  Bough  ton 

Huntington 

Kelsall 

Malpas 

Saughall 

Tarvin 

Tattenhall 

Upton 


Voluntary  Persons  — 


Duddon 

Tilston 

Waverton 


Proprietary  Brands  of  Welfare  Foods  are  issued  only  at 
the  Welfare  Clinics  in  the  Divisional  Area. 
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Day  Nursery 

The  Day  Nursery  continues  to  fill  a social  need  in  the 
community.  Children  admitted  are  in  the  main  from  the  groups 
having  priority  in  the  County  Council’s  Scheme.  These  include 
a variety  of  social  and  medical  reasons. 

Cases  were  referred  for  admission  from  several  sources. 
Parents,  General  Practitioners,  Health  Visitors,  Assistant  Medical 
Officers  and  the  Area  Childrens’  Officer. 

The  Nursery  is  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  as 
a training  nursery  for  Nursery  Students  and  during  the  year  two 
Nursery  Students  were  in  training. 

During  1963  one  student  sat  the  examination  for  the 
National  Nursery  Examination  Board  Certificate  for  Nursery 
Nurses  and  she  was  successful. 


Facilities  continue  to  be  made  available  to  local  schools 
for  the  older  girls  to  attend  for  training  in  mothercraft. 


Attendances  during  April  and  May  were  affected  by  an 
outbreak  of  Dysentery  with  a resultant  decline  in  attendance 
to  30.3  per  day  in  April,  28  per  day  in  May.  During  this  period 
twenty-six  children  and  one  member  of  the  staff  were  affected 
and  excluded  from  the  Nursery. 


At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  sixty-five  children 
on  the  register  of  whom  fifty-seven  were  priority  cases. 


Daily  Average 
Number  Attending 


Total 

Attendances 


Aged  0 — 2 years  16.25  3989 

2 — 5 years  26.5  6470 


Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing 

Number  of  births  during  the  year  : 1,969  (including 

twenty-two  stillbirths)  (adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  transfers). 

A ccommodation . 

The  following  improvements  to  houses  occupied  by 
District  Nurse /Midwives  were  carried  out  during  the  year:  — 

Mouldsworth  : Internal  Decoration  — £98.  15s.  Od. 
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Domestic  Help  Service 

The  Domestic  Help  Service  again  shows  a marked 
increase  in  demand,  both  in  the  numbers  of  persons  supplied 
and  the  length  of  time  for  which  the  help  is  required. 

Number  of  persons  supplied  with  Domestic  Help  : — 

1959  1960  1961  1962  1963 

154  185  237  274  328 


Number  of  persons  for  whom  there  was  a continued 
need  for  the  supply  of  Helps  as  at  31st  December  of  each 
year  ; — 

1959  i960  1961  1962  1963 

84  112  136  169  193 


From  the  above  it  will  be  observed  that  the  supply  and 
demand  for  help  has  doubled  in  the  last  five  years. 

The  supply  of  this  service  in  the  main  is  to  the  aged 
and  infirm,  the  chronic  sick,  who  without  the  help  would 
undoubtedly  require  hostel  or  hospital  accommodation.  In  some 
instances  the  help  is  only  required  on  one,  two  or  three  days 
per  week,  in  other  cases  help  is  supplied  each  day. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  Domestic  Help  supplied 
to  persons  with  a continued  need  as  at  the  31st  December, 
1963  : — 

1 case  has  been  in  receipt  of  help  for  1 1 years 

99  9 9 9 9 J^lb  9 9 

o 

59  59  55  55  ^ 95 

7 

95  95  55  95  ' 59 

6 

59  55  59  95  55 

99  99  99  99  5 ,, 

4 

99  99  99  99  ^ 99 

3 

99  99  99  99  99 

9 

99  99  99  99  •“  99 

99  99  99  99  1 99 

„ „ „ „ less  than  1 year 


2 cases  have 
1 case  has 

3 cases  have 

9 , , • , 


5 

12 

24 

37 

42 

61 


From  the  above  it  will  be  observed  that  approximately 
70  per  cent,  have  had  help  for  more  than  one  year  and  continue 
to  require  help,  and  some  27  per  cent,  have  had  help  for  more 
than  three  years. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out 
during  the  year  : — 

A.  Number  of  new  applicants  210 

(of  these  43  were  cancelled) 

B.  Number  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  31.12.63 115 
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C.  Number  of  cases  attended  during  the  year  328 

D.  Number  of  cases  of  continued  need  at  31.12.63  193 

E.  Number  of  hours  Domestic  Help  supplied  65317 


F.  Amount  recovered  from  Future  Recovery  cases:  £577.  5s.  Id. 

G.  Fifty-one  cases  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Com- 

mittee during  the  year. 

Sixteen  cases  were  defined  as  Future  Recovery  cases. 

One  Future  Recovery  case  was  cancelled. 

In  four  Future  Recovery  cases  collection  was  deferred. 

In  nine  Future  Recovery  cases  recovery  of  the  accumulative 
balance  was  approved. 

In  one  case  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  was  instructed  to 
approach  the  debtor. 

In  one  case  the  employment  of  a relative  was  approved. 

In  one  case  the  payment  of  the  plusage  rate  was  approved. 

In  seven  cases  arrears  were  cancelled. 

In  ten  cases  the  assessment  was  reduced. 

In  one  case  the  Clerk  to  the  County  Council  was  asked  to  take 
action  to  recover  arrears. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  amounts  accruing  from 
patients  during  the  year,  and  the  amounts  collected  from 
patients  : — 

Domestic  Help  — Collection  Statement  Year  ended 

31  December,  1963. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Arrears  brought  forward  

214 

14 

3 

Less  Credits  brought  forward  

3 

3 

0 

211 

11 

3 

Amount  accrued  during  the  year 

3137 

14 

2 

3349 

5 

5 

Receipts  during  the  year : 

Cash  collected  by  the  Divisional 

Medical  Officer  

2232 

10 

0 

Cash  collected  by  other  sources 

872 

3 

10 

3104 

13 

10 

244 

11 

7 

Less  cancellations /Refunds 

10 

9 

Arrears  carried  forward  

239 

17 

9 

Less  credits  carried  forward 

5 

15 

4 

£234 

5 

£234 

2 

5 
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Prevention  of  Illness  — Care  and  After-Care 


Number  of  cases  investigated  in  Division  : — 

1.  TUBERCULOSIS  — 

(a)  Number  of  Primary  Investigations  ]9 

(b)  Number  of  follow-up  visits  252 


(c)  Number  of  cases  where  patient  has  been  found 
to  have  : ‘ ‘ ' ^ 

. . • r • ' . ••  'J.  . -A  - 

-(a)  Removed  from  area  : • - L..  5 

■■  . I'V!  :'\i  ' 

(b)  .Recovered  , , , , ^ , 19 

(c)  ’ Died  , _ . 3 

2.  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS—.,  " 

All  cases  of  chronic  illness  awaiting  admission  to  Chronic 
Wards  or  suitable  Institutions  are  visited  regularly  by  Health 
Visitors  until  admission  is  affected,  and  in  manv  cases  Domestic 
Help  is  provided. 

B.  NURSING  EOUIPMENT  — 

Five  hundred  and  twenty-three  articles  were  loaned  to 
elderly,  nursing  and  handicapped  persons  during  the  year.  The 
period  of  loan  varies  in  accordance  with  the  needs,  in  the  first 
instance  the  loan  is  for  three  months  which  can  be  extended 
if  required. 

The  Nursing  Equipment  is  mainly  stored  at  the  Divisional 
Offices,  Chester  and  Ellesmere  Port,  the  following  is  an  inventory 
of  the  various  items  held  at  the  offices  (many  of  the  items  listed 
are  out  on  loan)  : — 


Invalid  Wheel  Chairs  20  Bonaped  Walking  Aid  I 

Sheets,  single  24  Sputum  Mugs 2 

Sheets,  draw  24  Sputum  Flasks  12 

Sheets,  rubber/plastic  90  Hoyer  Hoist  . 1 

Air  Rings  . 14  Special  Toilet  Seat  1 

Walking  Sticks  7 Dunlopillo  Mattresses  3 

Special  Spastic  Chair  1 Dunlopillo  Cushions  2 

Water/Air  Beds  2 Bed  Cages  6 

Bed  Pulleys  3 Nocturnal  Enuresis  Alarm  6 

Back  Rests  15  Beds,  with  chain  and  handle  3 

Bed  Pans  50  Inflatable  Toilet  Seat  1 

Urinals  20  3 and  4 - Legged  Walking 

Adjustable  Tables 1 Aids  12 

Special  Toddler’s  Walking  Commodes  16 

Aid  1 Crutches  (pairs)  12 

Ramp  1 Fireguards  2 
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In  addition  the  District  Nurses/ Midwives  in  the  Rural 
areas  each  have  a small  stock  of  the  smaller  items,  bedpans, 
urinals,  rubber  sheets,  etc. 

C.  HANDICAPPED  PERSONS 

(i)  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  eighty-five  cases 
on  the  handicapped  persons  register  many  of  whom 
were  in  regular  employment.  All  cases  have  been 
visited  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  the  year,  and  in 
the  majority  of  cases  where  the  person  was  not  in 
regular  employment  the  services  of  the  County  Council 
were  not  required. 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  in  the  area  registered  with  the 
Chester  and  District  Blind  Welfare  Society  — 113. 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  registered  as  Deaf  and  Dumb, 
Hard  of  Hearing  — 60. 

(iv)  Adaptations  were  carried  out  in  the  houses  of  seven 
handicapped  persons. 

(v)  Disabled  Drivers  Car  Badges  — 

The  Badges  are  issued  to  severely  disabled  drivers 
who,  because  of  their  disability,  have  difficulty  in 
walking  more  than  a short  distance.  The  Badges  are 
for  the  purpose  of  identification  only,  and  confer  no 
legal  rights  or  privileges.  The  display  of  the  Badge 
on  a disabled  driver’s  vehicle  will  enable  him/her 
to  be  readily  identified  both  by  the  Police  and  by 
other  road  users.  This  will  help  the  Police  to  assist 
them  in  parking  and  to  exercise  discretion  in  their 
favour  wherever  possible. 

A condition  of  the  issue  of  the  Badge  is  that  it 
should  only  be  displayed  when  the  vehicle  is  driven 
by  the  person  to  whom  the  Badge  was  issued. 

There  are  eighteen  Disabled  Car  Drivers  on  the 
Register. 


D.  SPECIAL  LAUNDRY  SERVICE  — 

Three  persons  required  the  use  of  this  Service 
during  the  year.  The  scheme  provides  sheets  (single 
and  draw)  for  patients  who  are  incontinent  and  are 
being  nursed  at  home.  The  laundry  is  collected  by 
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the  Ambulance  Service  and  taken  to  the  hospital 
(Clatterbridge  or  Chester  City)  for  laundering,  A 
charge  is  made  for  the  service  in  accordance  with  the 
income  of  the  household. 

E.  SITTER  IN  SERVICE  — 

One  person  was  assisted  with  this  service  during 
the  year. 

F.  CONVALESCENCE  — 

Six  persons  were  sent  for  convalescence  during  the 
year. 

Problem  Families 

In  order  to  ensure  that  the  most  effective  use  is  made  of 
existing  resources  and  to  co-operate  the  activities  of  all  those 
concerned  with  problem  families  and  children  who  may  be 
neglected  or  ill-treated,  group  meetings  have  been  held  from 
time  to  time  as  required. 

it  has  now  been  decided  that  quarterly  meetings  are 
preferable  so  that  a regular  inter-change  of  information  can  take 
place. 


These  meetings  are  presided  over  by  the  Area  Childrens’ 
Officer  and  the  following  list  indicates  the  representatives  normally 
attending  : — 


Divisional  Medical  Officer. 

Health  Visitor. 

Welfare  Department  Case  Worker. 

N.S.P.C.C.  Inspector. 

Representatives  of  local  Housing  Departments. 

National  Assistance  Board. 

School  Attendance  Officers. 

Mental  Health  Welfare  Worker. 

Representatives  of  local  Voluntary  Bodies. 

Probation  Officer. 

Selected  cases  are  discussed  at  these  meetings  when 
observations  are  made  by  those  intimately  concerned.  After 
due  deliberation  it  is  usually  agreed  that  the  main  supervision 
and  investigation  for  the  time  being  will  be  delegated  to  the 
appropriate  worker  who,  in  the  meantime,  will  keep  in  touch  with 
those  others  most  concerned  with  the  case  in  question. 
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Such  arrangements  prevent  a continual  stream  of  workers 
calling  at  the  home  in  a short  space  of  time. 


It  will  be  appreciated  that  these  meetings  present  at  times 
insuperable  problems,  whilst  others  present  opportunities  for 
help  and  supervision.  In  many  instances  the  constant  super- 
vision employed,  whilst  not  solving  a particular  problem,  is  often 
able  to  stop  further  deterioration  and  to  maintain  a family  on 
an  improved  standard. 


Chiropody  Service 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  there  were  six  hundred 
and  ninety-eight  persons  on  the  register  for  Chiropody  Treat- 
ment. During  the  year  a further  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine 
applications  were  received  of  whom  one  hundred  and  fifty-four 
were  granted  treatment  free  of  charge,  seven  at  half  cost,  eight 
were  not  eligible.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  six  hundred 
and  sixty-one  persons  on  the  register  receiving  Chiropody  treat- 
ment. The  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  being  due  to  persons 
who  for  various  reasons  no  longer  require  the  services  of  a 
Chiropodist,  and  have  thus  been  deleted  from  the  register. 


The  service  is  available  to  persons  over  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  years,  physically  handicapped  persons  and  expectant  mothers 
recommended  for  such  treatment  by  their  family  doctor  or  district 
nurse.  Persons  who  receive  any  National  Assistance  Benefit,  or 
whose  sole  income  is  the  National  retirement  pension,  are  eligible 
for  free  treatment  under  the  provisions  of  the  scheme.  Persons 
in  receipt  of  income  from  other  sources  may  have  to  pay  towards 
the  cost  of  the  treatment,  depending  on  the  amount  of  the 
additional  income.  Treatment  in  the  first  instance  is  monthly 
for  the  first  six  months,  thereafter  alternative  months,  unless  a 
recommendation  is  received  from  either  the  patient’s  doctor, 
the  District  Nurse  or  the  Chiropodist,  requesting  further  monthly 
treatment. 


The  patients  are  allowed  to  choose  from  a list  of 
recognised  Chiropodists  the  Chiropodist  they  wish  to  attend  for 
treatment.  In  some  cases  when  the  patient  cannot  attend  the 
Chiropodist’s  surgery,  the  Chiropodist  can  visit  the  patient  at 
his/her  home. 
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Mental  Health  Service 

ADULT  TRAINING  CENTRE,  ELLESMERE  PORT. 


The  number  of  Trainees  at  the  Centre  increased  steadily 
as  shown  by  the  statistics  below.  The  benefit  to  Trainees 
of  the  attendance  is  shown  by  their  improved  demeanour  and 
behaviour,  both  at  home  and  at  the  Centre.  Trainees  are  now 
doing  tasks  that  at  one  time  have  been  considered  too  compli- 
cated for  them  to  undertake.  For  example,  we  now  have  four 
girls  who  are  competent  to  operate  the  intricate  slant-o-matic 
sewing  machines,  and  one  boy  who  operates  a commercial  leather 
stitching  machine.  , . : - 

Open  Day  on  the  11th  December  was  a complete  success 
as  approximately  three  hundred  people  attended.  Coloured  slides 
were  shown  of  the  Trainees  at  work,  and  were  much  appreciated 
by  the  parents  present.  Sales  of  goods  made  by  the  Trainees  at 
the  Open  Day  realised  £87. 

Contract  work  carried  out  by  the  Centre  includes  the 
making  of  leather  bags  with  linen  or  rubber  lining  for  the  County 
Council  Nursing  Service,  coat  hangers,  bundling  firewood,  fitting 
washers  on  metal  bungs,  mat  making,  maintaining  grounds  of 
the  Clinic  Centre  and  Day  Nursery,  packing  fibro-nite  samples. 
In  addition  to  this,  considerable  amount  of  general  haberdashery 
is  made  for  sale  on  Open  Day,  etc.,  and  routine  laundering  of 
overalls,  towels,  etc.,  in  use  at  the  Centre,  is  undertaken  by  the 
female  section. 

The  following  are  details  of  attendance,  etc.  : — 

Number  on  the  register  at  the  commencement 


of  the  year  55 

Number  on  the  register  at  the  close  of  the 

year  73 

Attendances  during  the  year  12059 

Absences  during  the  year  (approximately  17%)  2401 


The  Centre  was  closed  during  the  month  of  August  and 
during  week  ending  28th  December  for  holidays. 

The  Trainees  attend  the  Centre  Monday  to  Friday  of 
each  week,  9.0  a.m.  to  4.30  p.m.,  and  are  provided  with  a meal 
at  a nominal  charge. 
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Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 


Number  of  persons  who  have 
received 


Age  Group 

Salk  Vaccine 

Oral  Vaccine 

Second  Injection 

Third  Dose 

(a) 

Children  born  in  1963 

— 

131 

(b) 

Children  bom  in  1962  . 

6 

774 

(c) 

Children  born  in  1961  .. 

23 

283 

(d) 

Children  and  Young 

Persons  born  in  years 

1943 _ 60  

26 

163 

(e) 

Young  Persons  born  in 

years  1933  — 42  

11 

65 

(f) 

Others  

26 

98 

(g) 

Total  

92 

1514 

(h) 

Number  of  persons  given 

third  injection 

of 

Salk 

Vaccine  

...» 

(i) 

Number  of  persons  given 

fourth  injection 

of 

Salk 

Vaccine  

(j) 

Number  of  persons  given  ; 

a reinforcing  dose 

of 

oral 

Vaccine 


B.  C.  G.  VACCINATION 
Number  of  Consent  Forms  issued 

Number  of  Consent  Forms  returned  with  parents  consent 

Number  of  Children  Heaf  Tested  

Number  of  Children  positive  to  Heaf  Test  

Number  of  Children  negative  to  Heaf  Test  

Number  of  Children  B.  C.  G.  Vaccinated 

Number  of  Children  given  12  months  Follow  Up  Heaf 
Test  

Number  of  Children  given  12  months  Follow  Up  Heaf 
Test  and  re- Vaccination  


Total 

131 

780 

306 

189 

76 

124 

1606 

41 

16 

341 


673 

536 

486 

72 

388 

388 

409 
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SMALLPOX,  DIPHTHERIA,  WHOOPING  COUGH 


A.  SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 

1.  Primary  Vaccination  — 

Males 

Females 

Total 

(1)  Pre-School  Children  

175 

139 

314 

(2)  School  Children  

19 

8 

27 

(3)  Adults  

15 

11 

26 

Totals  .... 

209 

158 

367 

Smallpox  Re- Vaccination  — 

(1)  Pre-School  Children  

3 

2 

5 

(2)  School  Children  

14 

16 

30 

(3)  Adults  

69 

84 

153 

Totals  .... 

86 

102 

188 

B.  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

1,  Incomplete  — 

(1)  Pre-School  Children  

79 

61 

140 

(2)  School  Children  

9 

14 

23 

Totals 

88 

75 

163 

2 Completed  — 

(1)  Pre-School  Children  

690 

670 

1360 

(2)  School  Children  

9 

6 

15 

Totals  .... 

699 

676 

1375 

3,  Re-Immunisation  — 

All  Children  

412 

382 

794 

(\  OTHER  IMMUNISATION  — 

(e.g.,  Whooping  Cough  / Tetanus)  : 

(1)  Pre-School  Children  

690 

669 

1359 

(2)  School  Children  

17 

10 

27 

Totals  .... 

707 

679 

1386 

The  figures  for  Smallpox  Vaccination  are  lower  than 
former  years,  as  recent  medical  research  has  shown  that  the 
most  suitable  age  for  this  vaccination  is  in  the  second  year  of 
life  and  we  are  now  urging  mothers  to  have  their  babies  vaccin- 
ated against  Smallpox  as  soon  as  possible  after  their  first  birthday. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  1963 
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STATISTICS  RELATING  TO  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  ON  NOTIFICATION  REGISTERS 

OF  DISTRICT  COUNCILS  IN  THE  DIVISION 
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